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FOREWORD

Kimin yag1 altomg tiiketse sakig
Tatg bardi andin yay1 bolds kig

When a man has reached the age of sixty, the savour of life has
gone, and his summer has become winter.
Kutadgu: Bilig, vetse 367.

The days of our age are threescore yeats and ten; and though
men be so strong that they come to fourscore years; yet is their
strength then but labour and sorrow, so soon passeth it away and
we are gone.

Psalm 9o, verse 10 (Prayer Book version).

There is a gracious practice in the learned world,
whereby the friends and pupils of a distinguished scholar
celebrate his seventieth birthday by clubbing together and
producing 2 volume of articles dedicated to him and called
alternatively Charisteria, Symbolae, Festschrift, Armagan
ot, in English, more prosaically Anniversary Volume.

It would be uncharitable, and indeed unjust, to suggest
that one of the motives at the back of the contributors’
minds is a vague hope that the old gentleman will take
this as a discreet hint that he is past work and ought to
retire and make way for others. Nevertheless the fact
remains that a seventieth birthday is something in the
nature of a milestone indicating that from then onwards the
road can only go downhill. Not being myself an established
denizen in the learned wotld—at the best I might be
described, in the language of the National Insurance Acts,
as a late entrant, at the worst as a mere gate-crasher—it
would be wildly inappropriate for me to be given the
compliment of an Anniversary Volume; and so, being
immune from professional competition, I felt that I might
suitably reverse the process and celebrate my seventieth
birthday, a little in arrear, by presenting to my many
friends—I never had any pupils—a report on some of the
conclusions which I have reached as a result of nearly
ten years’ intensive study of the early history of the Turkish
language. There is less vanity and more good sense in
this than might at first sight appear. We are all too familiar
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with the phenomenon of scholars who absorb knowledge
like a sponge all their lives and in the end take it with them
to the grave, leaving little or nothing to show for it. My
putpose in presenting what is, I hope, only an interim
report is to put together and present in logical order some
of the facts about the Turkish and Mongolian languages
which I have learnt during these past ten years, and to
indicate certain directions in which I suggest that further
tesearch can profitably be directed either by myself ot by
others.

~ Since writing the first draft of this book I have given
some thought, but perhaps not enough, to my possible
audience, and endeavoured by judicious revision to make
it setve three rather different purposes. I hope that in
doing so I have not fallen between three stools.

There is a real need for an introduction to Turkish
studies, suitable for elementary students of any of the
Turkish languages, which will give them some idea of the
evolution of the Turkish language group as a whole, help
them to see what position the language they are proposing
to study, perhaps Republican Tutkish ot one of the Turkish
languages spoken in the Soviet Union, occupies in that
group, and encourage them to broaden and deepen their
interest in the group as a whole. One of my objects has
been to meet this need to a modest degree.

There is also a real need to re-examine the transcriptions
century inclusive, to correct them in certain respects, and
so to establish the phonetic structure of the languages in
which they were written, and from these to deduce the
phonetic structure of the earliest form of Turkish which
we can visualize. This need too I have endeavoured to
meet, but the subject is a difficult and technical one and I
am afraid that the elementary student, if he gets that far in
the book, will find it very heavy going.

Finally it would be nice to bring the question of the
* Altaic theory,” which has now bedevilled Turkish studies
for many years, to a head, and so, if possible, to settle once
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and for all whether the Turkish and Mongolian languages
are genetically related to one another; in Chapter XI I
have stated the teasons for which I believe that they are
not. This and the two preceding chapters are designed for
yet another audience, perhaps not so much the Turcologists
as the Mongolists, who will find little of interest for their
own discipline in the rest of the book.

It may perhaps be of interest to explain how I came to
write 2 book combining these three rather disparate
themes. I first acquited an affection for the Turkish
language at the age of fifteen, but the pressure of official
and other duties prevented me from devoting much time
to its study for the next forty-five years. However the old
allegiance never wavered, and when I retired from
public service at the end of 1951, I resolved to devote my
declining years to the history of the Turkish language. In
fact, since that date the whole of my time that has not been
occupied by domestic, social or business matters has been
devoted to that study. The result of this work has been a
trickle of occasional papers which are listed at the end of
this Foreword for convenience of reference and a larger
volume of work which is not yet in a form suitable for
publication. The advantages of pursuing a line of study
without a salary and consequently without a master are
incalculably great. Undistracted by the demands of pupils
and the exigencies of a programme laid down from above,
I have been able to follow my studies in whatever direction
they led me, starting and discontinuing particular lines of
research as circumstances seemed to demand.

When 1 retired at the end of 1951 my first resolve was
to compile 2 new and better “Radloff,” a historical
dictionary of all the Turkish languages from the eatliest
times to the present day, excluding loan words from other
languages. This project petered out in the sands at the end
of about six years. It became quite clear that it was
impracticable for me, and indeed probably impracticable
for any single scholar, even if he started in his youth and
not, as I did, at the age of sixty, to compile such a work
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single handed, and I began increasingly to doubt whether
it would be of real utility even if it were compiled. My
reasons are stated in Chapter I of this book. Even as I
wrote, new authotities came pouring in, so that each
article became mote and more incomplete directly it was
written. By that time I had finished, as it had already
become clear quite impetfectly, the work on words
beginning with vowels, and was neatly half way through
the work on words beginning with ¢- and c-, a group
which I had chosen because I thought, in my innocence,
that it might be a faitly easy one after the matted jungle of
words beginning with vowels. And so I started all over
again on a much more modest scale to compile a historical
dictionary of the early Turkish languages including, with a
few exceptions, only words which are known to have
existed before the Mongolian expansion in the early
thirteenth century. 'This work is still proceeding and I
teckon that over half the first draft is now done.

This does not mean that I regard the labours of those
first six yeats as wasted ; quite the contrary. It was an
invaluable experience to take word after word, to establish
its first appearance and meaning, to trace its history forward
from that point and find out what later forms it assumed
and what finally became of it. This is in fact the only
way in which to get a real feel for the history of the
language. It taught me at least four important lessons.

The first in chronological order was that Turkish
dictionaries contain many supposedly Turkish words which
never really existed at all. My conclusions on this subject
were embodied in Turkish ghost words. This paper contains
some minor inaccuracies, but I see nothing of substance to
alter in it, although, as I shall mention below, I have added
some elaborations in another place.

A by-product of this discovery was the realization that
there was a large concentration of these “ ghost words ”
in the dictionaries of Cagatay, owing chiefly to the fact that
scholars who worked in this field had never had the
advantage of basing their studies on the only reliable
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ictionary of Cagatay compiled by an eastern scholar, the
.(} la(;z?ax ;}f" Mirga %\/Iu}_}:ammallzl Mahdi Xan. My early stud}es
of this manuscript were pursued with the help of manusctipt
Or. 2,892 in the British Museum, which is a sort of calli-
graphic nightmare, but I was so fortunate as to find an
incomparably better manuscript in the possession of the
E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Trustees, and even more fo.rtunat'e
in being able to persuade them to publish a facsimile of it
with an introduction and indices by myself. Tihls meant
taking a good deal of time off from my regular lexicographic
work, but I do not regret it. The publication of this lv)ook
has, I hope, laid a more solid foundation for Gagatay
studies in future. I hope too that the further elaboration
of my remarks on the genesis of ghost words anq the
explanation of the way in which the compilers of Cagatay
dictionaries worked, which I included in my mtrpdgcﬁpn,
will stimulate other scholars in the pursuit and elimination
of more ghost words. .

The second lesson which I learnt, more particulatly
from the Sanglax, was that thete is 2 much greater pro-
portion of Mongolian loan words in most mediaeval and
modern Turkish languages, but more particularly those in
the north-eastern group (the languages of southern Siberia,
including Tuva), the north central group (Kazax and
Kirgiz) and in CaZatay than had hitherto been suspected.
It has of course long been realized that all the languages
spoken by Moslem Turks are full of Arabic loan words,
and some of them, more particularly in their literary form§,
full of Persian loan words as well, but the existence of this
massive volume of Mongolian intruders seems somehow
to have escaped notice, or, if noticed, to have be‘en regarded
by those who accept the Altaic theory as evidence of a
common “‘ Altaic ” heritage in both language groups. So
far as CaBatay is concerned, I devoted'a good deal of
attention to the subject in the introduction and relevant
indices to the Sanglax. .

The third lesson which I learnt was that the phonetic
structure of the earliest kind of Turkish that we can

XI



reconstruct, that spoken appreciably earlier than the eighth
century, the date of the earliest substantial remains of
Turkish which have come down to us, was a good deal
more elaborate than had hitherto been realized, both as
regards the general repertoire of sounds, and also more
particularly as regards the sounds which could be used at
the beginning of a word. This first came actively to my
attention when I was working on words beginning with
¢- and c-, and I embodied some preliminary observations
on the subject in The Turkish Y and related sounds. 1 returned
to this subject recently in The initial labial sounds in the
Turkish languages. Another by-product of my lexicographic
labour at this period was The Turkish numerals, which inter
alia established some unexpected facts about the phonetic
structure of some numerals, and showed that one class of
collective numerals was a Turco-Mongolian hybrid and
not pure Turkish.

The central point of the Studies which follow is Chapter
VIII, in which I have embodied what I have so far learnt
about the phonetic structure of pre-eighth century Turkish.
It is not intended to replace any existing work; for the
most part it deals with an earlier stage of the language than
any hitherto studied, but it is intended to provide 2 solid
basis for the re-examination, and where necessary revision,
of the conclusions set out in such classical works on the
phonetic structure of the modern Turkish languages as:—
W. Radloff, Phonetik der nirdlicken Tirksprachen, Leipzig,

1882;

N. F. Katanov, Opyt igsledovaniya Uryankhayskago Yaz yka,
Kazan, 1903;

M. Risinen, Materialen gur Lantgeschichte der Tiirkischen
Sprachen, Helsinki, 1949;

L. Bazin, Stracture et tendences communes des langnes turques
(Sprachbau) in Philologiae Turcicae Fundamenta, Wies-
baden, 1959; .

N. A. Baskakov, Tyurkskie Yaz yki, Moscow, 1960.

The fourth lesson which I learnt was that the early
Turkish vocabulary had an extraordinarily tenacious hold
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on life. There are a good many words which occur in the
catliest languages, especially Uygur and Xaikani, but do
not seem to be noted as occurring in any later literary text
or in any dictionary of the literary languages, agd yet have
survived in the spoken languages and so can still be found
in V. V. Radloft Opy# slovarya tynrkskikh narechiy, St. Peters-
burg, 1888-1911 (cited as Opy#), as existing in languages
of the north-eastern group, or in the Térkivede halk agmdan
sox derleme dergisi, Istanbul, 1939 ff. (cited as SDD) as
existing in the contemporary spoken language of the
Turkish Republic. It is very probable that further search
in other modern Turkish languages would prove that other
early words which are now supposed to be obsolete have
in fact survived somewhere.

As a young man I had always accepted the theory that
the Turkish and Mongolian languages were genetically

~related. It seemed prima facie probable, but I was not greatly

moved by the subject; it was Turkish, and not Mongolian,
that interested me. But I did accept it, and so when a
Romanized text of the Secrer History of the Mongols, a work
that I did expect to interest me, became available, I tried
to read it. I did not begin to understand it, and I could
find nothing Turkish about the language in which it was
written. And so I came to the conclusion that the theory
that the Turkish and Mongolian languages were genetically
related—the Altaic theory—was almost certainly wrong
and lost all interest in the subject, except that later it
strengthened my resolve to sort out the Mongolian loan
words in Turkish and exclude them from my dictionary as
a foreign element. And there the matter would have rested
if T had not providentially been aroused by a rather brash
attack on my old friend Prof. K. Grenbech in Central
Asiatic Journal II 1, by a young reviewer of his and']. R.
Kruget’s excellent little hand-book An introduction to
Classical (Written) Mongolian, Wiesbaden, 1955. The l?ro-
fessor, he said, should not be so ill-advised as to put into
the heads of young students such a dangerous and incorrect
idea as one that the Turkish and Mongolian languages

X111



might not be genetically related, o, if he did, should give a
reasoned statement of his views on the subject. By this
time our old friend, though we did not know it at the time,
had already fallen a victim to the deadly disease which so
prematurely deptived us of the pleasure of his company,
and in any case I felt sure that as a professional Orientalist
he was much too busy to devote valuable time to refuting
fll-informed critics. And so I thought, more particularly
since a recent study of Tuvan had convinced me of the
_—enormous volume of Mongolian loan words in some
Turkish languages, that being my own master I could
usefully change course for a time and subject the Altaic
theory to critical analysis. My preliminary conclusions wete
embodied in The case against the Altaic theory. By the general
conclusions in that paper I am still ready to stand firm, but
it undoubtedly contains etrots of detail. I have since dealt
with various aspects of the subject in three further papers
and my final conclusions will be found in Chapter XI of
this book.

Study of some aspects of this question convinced me
of the necessity for a new examination of the eatly history
of the Turkish-, Mongolian- and Tungus-speaking tribes,
a subject which I was ill-qualified to examine. However,
with the help of my friend Prof. E. G. Pulleyblank I
produced Taurk, Mongol, Tangus and I have returned to this
subject in Chapter I of this book. A great deal more work
remains to be done on this subject, but it will have to be
done by someone with an intimate knowledge of the
Chinese authorities and the ability to discover and utilize
texts which are not yet available in translation.

Another by-product of my Mongolian studies was The
bP’ags-pa alphabet. This was in a sense a return to an old
love; as long ago as 1929 S. Yoshitake and I had written
a joint paper on the phonetic values of two letters of this
alphabet. -

This in its turn had been the by-product of a joint
study on which the late Prof. F. W. Thomas and I had
been engaged of some Chinese texts in Tibetan script. The
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matter interested me because I hoped to get from these
honetic transcriptions of eighth century these some
light on the eatly Turkish names and titles which appear in
Chinese transcription in contemporary Chinese records.
That this study produced some useful results will appear
in Chapter V. It was primarily to establish the exact

ronunciation of Turkish loan words in thirteenth and
fourteenth century Mongolian that I returned to the study
of the hP’ags-pa alphabet.

This report, as I have already said, is 1 hope only an
interim one. I still regard eatly Turkish lexicography as
my principal task, but as it proceeds I hope that it may
throw up material for further occasional papets. .

I cannot conclude this Foreword without expressing
my thanks to my many friends who have contributed ideas
which have gone to the making of this book. They include
scholars not only in this country but also in half-a-dozen
foreign countties, and more particularly Hungary and the
Soviet Union, with whom I have discussed individual
problems, orally at Oriental Congresses and by correspond-
ence between Congresses. Of scholars in this country I
must patticularly thank Edwin Pulleyblank, the Professor
of Chinese at Cambridge University, whose help in con-
nection with Chapter I has been invaluable; Victor Menage,
Lecturer in Turkish at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, who read the whole book
and gave me the benefit of his help both as a meticulous
copy reader, and as a scholar with a wide knowledge of
Turkish and othet languages; and Charles Bawden,
Lecturer in Mongolian at the same School, who closely
examined the last three chapters. By their combined efforts
I have been saved from a number of obvious etrors, and
others not so obvious. That other etrors still remain in
spite of their help I have very little doubt. All that I can
do is to repeat the poignant words (in 2 v.6 of the facsimile)
of the author of the Sanglax:—hargih qusiri wa futiri wigs
$uda bigad, tawagqu’ a3y nayirin an ki ba-xdma-i lutf islih
numdyand, * wherever there are etrrors or defects, I beg
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these who observe them to correct them with the pen of
kindness.”
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CHAPTER 1

THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE TURKISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES

- .;Zlgturk S lagl “igrina qablla . . . wa kull minka butin Id yupslhim
i =3
“ The Turks were originally twenty tribes . . . and each of
these tribes God alone can count how many clans.”
Kiaggarl, I 28,

An essential preliminary to any study of the history of
the Turkish language is a study of the history of the peoples
who are known or believed to have spoken that language.
Most of the readers of this book will no doubt already be
pretty familiar with the subjects with which it deals, but
some of them may be unprejudiced by any previous
knowledge of the subject, and for their benefit it might be
useful to set out here succinctly and in simple language the
processes by which it can be proved, ot at any rate con-
jectured with some confidence, that particular peoples
whose names will occur frequently in this book spoke a
‘T'urkish language.

As will appear later, we have i inscriptions or documents
in some form of Turkish which can be firmly, or almost
firmly, dated to every century from the present day back
to the eighth century A.0.” Some of the documents may
pethaps be copies of texts composed a little earlier, but
probably not eatlier than the seventh century. That is the
cxtent of our direct knowledge. To reconstruct the history -
of the Turkish language and the peoples who spoke it
before that date we must have recougse to indirect evidence.
The process is one of pushing back from the known to the
unknown with the help of this indirect evidence hoping?
that what will emerge from it will be a convincing, or at
any rate a plausible, picture of this earlier history. At the
same time it is important not to underestimate the difficulties
even on the Turkish side. During the thirteen centuries
for which we have direct knowledge there has been a slow
but steady change in the sounds existing in the Turkish
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2 . TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUD |,

languages and in their grammars and vocabularics. Tt
would be unreasonable to suppose that similar ¢han pes did
not take place in the preceding centuries. Indeed we can
prove in one way or another that certain sounds and words
existed in pre-eighth century Turkish which had by that
7time become obsolete; no doubt there were others of
which we have not got even indirect evidence.
Our indirect evidence can be summarized under the
following heads:—

? (1) peoples whose languages survive in eighth and ninth
century material are mentioned in history under the
same names two of even mote centuries earlier;

(2) historical records in other languages, mainly Chinese
and (Byzantine) Greek, which are earlier than the
eighth century, or at any rate based on lost documents

'+ eatlier than that date, containthe fiatnes of peoples who
were, we know, speaking Turkish at a time for which
we have direct evidence, and this is sometimes con-
fitmed by the quotation of words used by those peoples
at that remote period, which are demonstrably Turkish
and sometimes in forms earlier than those of the eighth

- century; ' : ’

(3) we have similar demonstrably Turkish vocabulary
material from this eatlier period attributed to other
named peoples, whose names are familiar but of whose

~ languages no continuous texts survive;

(4) we bhave in the Chinese records statements to the
effect that certain peoples spoke the same language as
other peoples who are known to have spoken Turkish,
and a different language from that of other peoples

2 who ate known not to have spoken Turkish, and also
that peoples of whose languages specimens have
survived were “ descended ” from certain carlier
peoples, and so may be presumed to have spoken the
same kind of language as those peoples.

~ The Byzantine records give us some invaluable informa-

tion about certain Turkish tribes at a very early period, but

this information is scanty. Substantially we are dependant

TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDIES 3

on the Chinese records for reconstructing the history of
the Turkish peoples and their language prior to the eighth
century. At the same time it would be ingepuous to

suppose that these Chinese records make easy reading or
can be easily interpreted. It is, in fact, extremely difhigglt

for anyone who cannot read them in the original, and not
much easier for anyone who can, to be sure that he has
interpreted them correctly, even when he has good trans-
lations at his disposal. This arises not only from the fact?
that these texts are unusually difficult to understand, so
that there are often important differences between two
translations, both by competent scholars, of the same
Chinese text, but also from the fact that the relationship
between different texts concerned with the same subject
matter, and more particularly the various histories covering
the period from the beginning of the third céntury A.Dp,

onwards/ is unbelievably complicated, !particulatly so far

as accounts of peoples and events beyond the Chinese
frontier are concerned. A vivid account of the difficulties
which have to be faced will be found in the Textual
Appendix to R. A. Millet’s _Accounts of western nations in the
history of the Northern Chou dynasty, Univetsity of California
Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1959. Most of the
translations which we have for this period are translations
of chapters from individual Dynastic Histories like the
Wei Shu and the P’ei Shih, but, as Miller points out, in
neatly every case such a text is derived from some eatlier
authority—for example several chapters of the Wei Shu

1 were lost at a very early date and later replaced by relevant?

extracts from the P’ei Shil—or from some lost text which

1)

may have survived in a more satisfactory form in some .

other book;"pethaps not even a Dynastic History. A great_
. . . . > 9
deal ’?orc work will havé-to be done in the way of critical .
editiéns, with translations before we can be sure that we
ha‘ﬁ before us all that the (ihinc“se wrote about Turkish
pepples in its earliest and most authentic form. Even when
these texts have been assembled we shall still have to take

the foibles of those who Wro*: them into_account, the use

#
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4 . TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDILS

of standard phrases in describing almost any kind of

: “ barbatian ” and the fact to which W. Eberhard drew
- attention in Chapter 25 of Das Toba-reich nord Chinas,

Leiden, 1949, that the Chinese historiographer’s purpose
was often not so much to give a dispassionate account of
past events as to give the account a slant which pointed
towards what would, in his opinion, be the most scnsible
direction of future policy. ‘Thus some of the most vivid
stories about the ‘ barbarians,” for example that about
Mao-tun’s tise to power, may be no more than exercises in
fiction designed to point a moral. -
There is another factor to be taken into account when
Chinese scriptions of foreign names and words are used as
philological evidence. The Chinese language, particularly
so far as its phonetics are concerned, was 2 good deal less

) static even than Turkish. The Chinese themselves were

very conscious of this fact, and later commentaries on the
eatly records contain numerous statements to the effect
that some Chinese character in the scription of a foreign
name or word had a sound different from its normal one;
but as they were working entitely with their own script,
that is without any kind of phonetic alphabet, notes of
this kind seldom catry us very far. For a good many years
now Sinologists from other countries, and indeed some

~ ®Chinese scholars familiar with alphabetic scripts, have been

endeavoutring +o reconstruct the phonetic structure of
carlier-forms of Chinese, specifically dialects spoken in
particular areas at particular dates. The most distinguished
worker in this field has been Prof. B. Karlgren, who in a
series of masterly works, culminating in Grammata Serica,
Stockholm, 1940, revised as Grammata Serica Recensa,
Stockholm, 1957, has produced a reconstruction of the
phonetic structure of two eatly dialects, that called by him
“ Ancient Chinese,” the language spoken in Chang-an, the
capital of China, in the late sixth and early seventh century
A.D., and that call by him “ Archaic Chinese,” the language
spoken in the Chou capital nearly fifteen hundred years
eatlier. It has always been accepted that ncither of these

TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDIES S

dialects was spoken all over China at the dates stated. For
example the transcriptions of Chinese in Tibetan script
which Prof. F. W. Thomas and I published over thirty
years ago and on which Prof. Walter Simon hag since
published a series of important monographs, z}lthou”gh they
are roughly contemporary with “ Ancient Chinese,” repre-
sent a dialect with some important phonetic differences.
For example the sound which is represented by final -# in
Ancient Chinese is habitually represented by -» in these
texts and initial #- and »- by #d- and mb-. But the most
important deficiency in Prof. Karlgren’s work, imptessive
as it is, is the gpormous gap in time between his two
dialects. Since then other scholats have been striving to
find means of filling this gap to some extent, and in parti-
cular Prof. Pulleyblank has been wotking on the problem
of Chinese scriptions of foreign names and words during
the Han period, that is roughly the four centuries centring
round the turn of the Christian era. It would be quite
impropet for me to anticipate his conclusions, which will,
I hope, appear in print before this book, but he has been
so good as to discuss with me at length 2 number of
problems of transcription and historical interpretation
which have confronted me, and it will not, I think, be
improper for me to summarize the lessons which I have
learnt from these valuable discussions. ‘

The first was that in the first millennium A.D. there
were, as there still are, several dialects of Chinese with
more or less widely divergent phonetic structures, so that
a Southern Chinese writer would use different characters
from a more or less contemporaty Northern Chinese writer
to represent the same foreign name or word, and both
writers might use_the same character but to represent
different foreign sounds. The second was that the phonetic
structure of all these dialects was altering fast between the
beginning of the Han period in 202 B.C. and the Tang
petiod beginning in A.D. 620, so that even in the same area
different characters would have been used to represent a
foreign wotd in the second century B.c. from those used to
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represent the same word eight or mine centuries later;
indeed during this period the representation might have
changed more than once. {1t will readily be understood that}
since a parallel alteration in the phonetic structure of
Turkish itself was no doubt taking place during this
petiod, ‘it is supremely difficult to be sure that a Chinese

 sctiption of the eatly Han period represents a Turkish word

of which the eatliest form actually known to us dates to no
earlier than the eighth century a.p. The third was that
foreign tribal names which the Chinese used cannot be con-
fidently assumed to have had the same ethnic connotation at
different periods, and this for two reasons. The first is that
that this is very often certainly not the case. It is natorious
that the classical authorities, Greek and Roman, used the
name “ Scyth ” for a number of “ barbarian * tribes which
had no right to that name~some of them were not even
Iranian—and that the Byzantine authorities used the name
“ Turk ” in the same indefinite way, at one period specific-

ally for the Magyars. It is less notorious, but equally true,

that at different times the Chinese used words like b,
““ barbarian,” and tribal names like Hsiung-nu fot peoples
of different ethnic origins. The second reason is that in
conditions of steppe life the ethnic constitution of a
particular horde or confederation might alter quite con-
siderably as time went on, even though the name remained
unchanged. Finally Prof. Pulleyblank pointed out to me
that the Chinese records are not 2 beautifully coordinated
and self-consistent whole. A later writer might well not be
familiar with eatlier works, though very often he was and
used them without acknowledgement in 2 very uncritical
way. Thus different authorities often give quite different
accounts of the * otigin > of a particular tribe. Sometimes
two authorities can be coordinated and shown to tell the
same story but in different words; but sometimes the two
are quite irreconcilable, and one, or perhaps both, must be
false. With this discouraging introduction I will now do

my best to probe into the obscurities of Turkish pre-
history.
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The principal authorities containing translations of
relevant Chinese texts which I have used in compiling this
summary are:— - .
‘I‘\‘TJ. Ya.ryBichurin (Pére Hyacinthe or Yakinf), § obranie
wvedeniy o narodakh obitavshikh v Sredney Azii v drevniya
vremena, St. Petersburg, 1851, repubhshe.d by the _Sov1§t
Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 1950.(c1ted. as Bichurin
op. ¢it.), a remarkable production for its petiod covering
much mote ground than any other single authority, and
still containing some material not otherwise available, but
with serious defects, some of which have been corrected
in N. V. Kyuner, Kitayskie igvestiya o narodakh yughnoy
Sibiri, tzentralngy Azii i Dal’nego Vostoka, Moscow, 1961,
which contains some additional translations of texts not

therwise available; | o . -

(l) JCII\V/[ de Groot, Die FHunnen der vorchristlichen Zeit, Betlin
and Leipzig, 1921; ' -
21E‘,. Chavinﬁes, Documents sur les Ton-kine (Turcs) Occidentanx,
St. Petersbuzg, 1900; reprinted anastatically with additional
matter by A. Maisonneuve, Paris, no date (cited as
Chavannes op. ¢it.); ‘ '
Liu Mau—tsa{ Die Chinesischen Nachrichten 3nr Ge_.wbzcbz‘e.def:
Ost-Tiirken (T’ u-kiig), Wiesbaden, 1958 (cited as Liu 0p. ci2.);
J. R. Hamilton, Les Ounigours & Pépogue des cing dynasties,
Paris, 1 cited as Hamilton op. c2.). .

: 1 hagr?a(lso consulted W. Eberhard’s book cited above,
and in summarizing the course of events down to about
the fifth century A.p. I have got a great deal of help from
two books which contain little in the way of translation
but rather summarize and interpret the original authorities.
These are:— : . ‘

W.CM. McGovern, The early empires of Central Asia, Chapel
Hill, 1939; - N 6 ,.
A. N. Gumilev, Khunnu, Moscow, 1969. ’

It has, I know, been said that McGovern’s bpok
contains mistakes and is written in an unscholarly fashion.

It certainly does-contain mistakes, but it _is not W\
that; if it contained none it would be unique. It 1s also
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y true that the author has an irritatingly bright ”* style, uses

an ungightly system of transcription and tucks his references
away In notes at the end where they are liable to be ovet-
looked; but the unscholarliness is much more apparent
than real, and the book gives a much livelier and more
cpherent account of the subject than more scholatly books
like de Groot’s, which incidentally uses an even more
unsightly system of transcription. .

The great merit of Gumilev’s book is that it attempts
to coordinate the statements of the Chinese historians
with the data provided by archaeological investigation. It
is perhaps too eatly to decide whether all his conclusions
are acceptable; in particular, some of the conclusions which
he quoted from G. E. Grumm-Grzhimaylo’s Zapadnaya
Mongoliya i Uryankbayskiy Kray, Leningrad, 1926, seem to me
to be open to question, but at any rate a start has been made
in this field. »

If we examine the accounts in the Chinese authorities
of the seventh century A.p. and a little later of the tribes
who were, we know, at that time talking Turkish, it is clear
that the prevailing theory then was that they wete all
““ descended ” from a common ancestor, ‘the Hsiung-nu.
For example the Chox Shu, which was finished in about
A.D. 636, says (Liu op. ciz. p. 5) that “the Tirki are 2
particular tribe of the Hsiung-nu; the family name is
A-shih-na,” Similatly the S Sha, which was finished at
about the same time says (Liu gp. cit. p. 127) that “ the
ancestots of the T’ieh-1¢ were descendants of the Hsiung-
nu.” The Chiu T’ang Shu, which was finished in about the
middle of the tenth centuty but largely based on carlier
material, makes the same statement (Chavannes op. cit. p. 87)
about the Uygur. Tt is true that other theories were also
current at this period. The Chox Shu in the same memot-
andum as that quoted above says (Liu op. cit. p. §) that
“ according to another tradition the ancestors of the Tiirkii
came from the So country, which lay north of the Hsiung-

2

nu,” while the S Shu says (Liu op. cit. p. 40) that “ the

ancestors of the Turkii were mixed batbarians (b4) of
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P’ing-liang (in Kansu), with the family name of A-shih-na.”

This is not incompatible with the first statement in the
Chon Shu. Both agree that A-shih-na was the family name,
presumably of the ruling clan, of the Tirkii, and Hsiung-nu
might well at this period have been described as *“ mixed
barbarians.” The plain fact is that the Chinese authorities
of that period were rather uncertain about the earlier
history of these tribes, but the favourite theory was that
they wete descended from the Hsiung-nu. We do not know
exactly what ethnic connotation the Chinese at this period
attached to the term Hsiung-nu, but there were certainly
at this time clans who claimed to be by origin Hsiung-nu
and probably spoke Turkish (see Eberhard op. it p. 309 etc.).
With this we can couple the fact that the Chin Sha
which was written in the middle of the seventh century,
but dealt with the period from A.D. 265 to 419, quotes the
text in Chinese transcription of a distich allegedly in the
Hsiung-nu language datable to the eatly fourth century.*
None of the explanations produced so far are wholly satis-
factory, but the language is cleatly some kind of Turkish.
The evidence assembled above is sufficient to present
a prima facie case for the hypothesis that the Hsiung-nu
were a Turkish people and spoke an earlier form of the
Turkish language, but to turn this hypothesis into a fact
it will be necessary to prove that the eatlier Hsiung-nu
names and words of which a good many have survived in
the Chinese records can be explained as Turkish, or at any
rate look more like what Turkish might have been at this
remote period than anything else. Until Prof, Pulleyblank’s
papet has appeared and been fully digested it would be
premature to express a firm opinion on this point, but one
ot two tentative steps have been taken in this direction. In
Turk, Mongol, Tungus 1 put forward the theory that the
Chinese scription of the title of the supreme Hsiung-nu
ruler in the Chien Han Shu, ch'éng-li ku-t’u shan-yd, repre-
sented the Turkish words tegri: kutu: *davgu:. Prof. Pulley-.

* See J. Benzing, "Das Hunnische, Donaubolgarische und Volgabolgarische in
Philologiae Turcicae Fundamenta, Wiesbaden, 1959, page 686.
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blank has satisfied me that I was wrong about the last
word, but thete is no doubt at all that c#éng-, which is
specifically translated “ heaven,” does represent an eatlier
form of the eighth century Turkish word tenri: * heaven.”
Prof. Pulleyblank has also firmly established the identity
between one or two Hsiung-nu titles and titles in early
Turkish. Unhappily all the words which have so far been
firmly identified as existing in both languages, including
the titles just mentioned, are the kind of words which
might pass from one language to the other as loan words,
just as tegri: later passed from Turkish to Mongolian.
Moreover, even admitting that the fourth century distich
mentioned above was both Turkish in language and
Hsiung-nu in origin, it cannot be confidently asserted that
“ Hsiung-nu ” had the same ethnic content at this date
as it had five hundred years eatlier. Pending further
confirmation, therefore, the hypothesis that the Hsiung-nu
were and always had been Turks remains a hypothesis, but
it is fair to say that it is a more attractive hypothesis than
any other. One alternative theory which at one time
commanded wide support, -that the Hsiung-nu were
- Mongols, can now I think definitely be ruled out. I hope
to show in Chapter XI that the original habitat of the
Mongols was the forests of eastern Siberia and Manchuria
and that the whole of their vocabulary fot the animals and
plants of the steppes was borrowed from the Turks. It is
therefore chronologically impossible that the Hsiung-nu,
who had lived in the steppes from time immemorial,
should have been Mongols. Similarly there is nothing at
all to suggest that the Hsiung-nu were a tribe of Indo-
European stock and spoke a language of the same kind as
their western neighbours in the steppes, or a tribe of
Tibetan stock and spoke a language of the same kind as
their south-westetn neighbours. 'The final possibility which
has yet to be disproved is that they were ethnically isolated
and spoke a language unrelated to any of those mentioned
above, of which no other trace has survived.
Whatever the facts about the ethnic character of the
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otiginal Hsiung-nu and the language which they spoke, it
can at any rate now be taken as certam“that t,l’le f;?m;
“ Hsiung-nu > is identical with the #ame © Hun™ whic
was familiar from India right across to Europe in the first
five centuries of the Christian era. W. B. Henning in his
paper The date of the ancient Sogdian letters, Bulletin of the
School of Otiental and Aftican Studies XII, pages 6or ff.,
showed that in one of the letters describing events in about
AD. 313 the people to whom the Chinese referred to as
Hsiung-nu in describing the same events are refer'red to as
xwn * Huns.” 1 shall therefore in future substitute the
name * Huns ” for “ Hsiung-nu.” ' .
The use of the term *“ Turkish ” in connection with the
Huns and their language is of course anachronistic, since
it is derived from a tribal name, Tirki, qf yvhmh there is
no trace befote the sixth century A.n., but it is hallowed by
tradition and more convenient than any otl-mef; 1 have
eschewed the unsightly neologism * Turkic for t.hlc
language, if only because it ought logically to be spe 1;
either “'Turcic” or ¢ Turkik,” both of which loo
grotesque in English. I have alr.eady u.sed,. and  shall
continue to use, the term  tribe ” in relation to Turk}sh |
peoples. It is the most conv_enient one to use in Engysh
but requires some interpretation. Turklsh tpbal organiza-
tion and nomenclature are subjects of appal.hng c.omp‘le?ut_y
on which I touched in A propos du manuscrit Pelliot Tibétain
1283. It is pethaps best a'pproached by comparing th:e1
steppes in which the Turks lived to a nursery floor coveli'e
with a lot of toy bricks. Each of these b,r,lcks can be taken
to tepresent a clan or * extended family.” The clan seems
to have been called by the name of the supposed ancestor
who founded it, but when a clan expanded and broke up
into several clans each of these took a name of its own, a'nd
the otiginal name of the nuclear clan became a collective
name for the whole collection of rel?.tc?d f:lans, that is ’Ehe
tribe, and not for any individual unit in it. _Th,e’ Turkish
word for “ clan ” was bo:d, and for a “ tribe ” bodun,

an archaic plural of bo:d.
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In the earliest period the population was very spatse,
and there was no form of political otganization; but as
time went on and the primaeval clans became grouped in
tribes, one of the constituent clans was recognized as the
royal clan and, to revert to our simile, instead of the floor
being covered with scattered bricks the bricks came to be
arranged in little groups or heaps with one brick, repre-
senting the royal clan, on the top of the others. Later still
one of these tribes subdued some of the others and the
little groups were put together into a larger group, still
with one brick on the top of the others in each unit and
one brick on the top of all the rest. Such organizations
were essentially unstable, and at any time the groups might
be broken up and the constituent bricks, with or without
others, rearranged in new groups with the same or different
bricks on the top of each unit and a different brick on the
top of the whole.group. The clati/brick which was on the
top of the old heap might be destroyed or might survive .
in a less prominent position retaining its old name. Thus
for example the name Hsiung-nu (Hun) survived as an ethnic
term in its original form (see Eberhard op. cit.), long after
the last Hsiung-nu “ empire ” or « kingdom ” had been
destroyed, and probably later reappeared as Hmn, the name
in Chinese transctiption of one of the constituent tribes
of the Tokkuz Oguz confederation in the sixth century
A.D,, and as Kz, the name of a Turkish tribe known to
Arabic geogtaphers in the eleventh century. It should be
added that a clan which had at one time been 2 royal clan
usually retained a certain prestige and subsequently appeared
as the royal clan of a later constituted tribe or confederation.
It also appears that clans which had at one time been
incotporated in a particular tribe sometimes gave up their
otiginal clan name and assumed the name of the tribe in
which they had been incorporated. This explains why
some of the sub-tribes of the modern Kirgiz bear ancient

tribal names like Kipcak and T6lis which were quite
unconnected with the ancient Kirgiz.*

* See Trudy Kirgizskoy Anébealog;)- Etnograficheskoy Ekspeditsii I, Moscow, 1956,
map facing page 168,

TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDIES 715

The Chinese authorities are full of lists of Turkish tribes
which wete constituent parts of various c.:onfec_lerauons at
various dates. Analyses of some of these lists will be _foung
in Chavannes op. cit., Liu 0p. ¢iz. and Hamilton op. cit. ;nd
a detailed study of the Tavgag (T"0-pa) tribes in Eber arf
op. cit., Chapter 23. Careful etyglologlcal 1nvest1gat10nho
some of these lists has been carried out, but only 2 ra.tﬁ eé
small minotity of the names me_:nt1oned can be 1de$1 e
with names appeating in Turkish or other non-C .nes(el
authorities. This is partly due to the fact that, as I pointe
out above, the phonetic values of the Chinese charactegs
concerned in the various authorities cited have still to be
cstablished, so that it is often difficult to determine ththei:_
a scription in one list is intended to represent the name o
the same Turkish tribe as a faitly similar scription in
another list, or whether the two scriptions ate mte‘ndeci1 t(cjl
represent different names. Motreover Chlnese_hlstonan; a
a habit of building up monographs on particular subjects
by a scissors and paste technique, and mcorporatmtg in
them passages quoted without acknowledgement from
catlier authorities. This may well result in different .Chmfage
scriptions of the name of a patticular tribe appeating si c;
by side as if they were intended to represent the names o
different tribes. It is, howevet, very proba}ale_, considering
the paucity of Turkish tribal names in non—-%hmeﬁe
authorities prior to, say, the thirteenth centuty, that the
‘Turkish equivalents ofdrnany of these Chinese scriptions

i discovered. _

WIHTI';?: eéhlijzese were primarily interested in their external
political relations with regions beyond their borders, and
although they sometimes compiled memoranda of great
interest on the peoples inhabiting them, they were not
greatly interested in the internal affairs of those areas,
except to the extent that they could use dissident elements
within a particular “ kingdom  to weaken rulers who WC}IIC
getting uncomfortably strong. They were thetefm;cla in the
habit of saying that a patticular tribe or confe e.raugp
occupied a particular area at some stated time as if this
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implied that there had been a complete change of popula-
tion in that area, whereas except in a few isolated cascs all
that had happened was that political control had passed
from one tribe to another, accompanied perhaps by some
similar changes in the control of the smaller constituent
parts; in our previous simile the groups of bricks had been
shuffled and rearranged with one or two new bricks on the
top of them. Thus, for example, when control of the
steppes passed from the Huns to the Hsien-pei, from them
to the Juan-juan and from them to the Tiirki, it is probable
that the actual change of population was small; on each
occasion probably one or two clans or tribes moved in
from one direction, and one or two moved out in another,
and the main bulk of the population remained what it was
before, but under a new master. Having regard to all these
facts, it is extremely difficult to get a comprehensive
p_icture of the overall position in.the steppes at any one
time, or a continuous history of more than very few of the
tribes which inhabited them, even though we can get from
the Chinese records very detailed accounts of the history
of individual Turkish tribes and their rulers for limited
periods. ‘

The otigin of the Turks is veiled in the mists of pre-
history. If we wish to approach the problem through
purely Turkish material, then obviously the only possible
starting point is an analysis of the basic Turkish vocabulary
in the earliest form accessible to us. I cannot pretend to
have undertaken any elaborate analysis of that vocabulary
comparable to the analysis, of the Mongolian vocabulary
in Chapter XI, bur my general impression is that it was rich
in terms for the flora, fauna and natural features of the
steppes, but weak in forest terminology. It was therefore
almost the exact converse of the basic Mongolian vocabulary
as it is analyzed in Chapter XI. 'The Turks were in a
position to lend the Mongols a good supply of the technical
terms (animal and crop names and the like) of animal
husbandry and agriculture. It seems reasonable (herefore
to infer that at about the time the first loans were made
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the Turks were primarily a pastoral people with some
interest in agriculture. Most of these technical terms look
like native words, but one or two loan words have been
identified, and mote may later be found, whichsenable us
to see that the Turks must have had contacts with neigh-
bouting peoples at a very early date, certainly preceding
their contacts with the Mongols. It can hardly be denied
that 6kiiz ““ an ox,” which was certainly a Turkish word
in about the fifth century A.p. and probably a good deal
earlier, is a loan wotd from some Indo-European language,
ptobably taken from okse “ox” in “ Tokharian B,” the
language which was still current in Kucha in the second
half of the first millennium a.D. The word suggests that
the Turks had leatnt at any rate some of their animal
husbandry from Indo-Europeans, though no doubt much
earlier than this. That this contact existed is confirmed by
the Turkish eighth century word tiimen “ ten thousand ”
which is cleatly a loan word from * Tokhatian B sumane.
The use of loan words for the higher numerals is 2 common
phenomenon among primitive peoples; the stock example
is the Basque word for ““a thousand,” milla, which was
borrowed from Latin to supplement the native numerals,
which did not go above a hundred.

There is also good evidence that the Turks were in
contact with their southern neighbours the Chinese at an
early date. Apart from Chinese titles like giggi:, tutuk and
seniin, and wotds like kungu:y “ spouse, consort,” which
may not go back very much earlier than the eighth century,
there is at least one word beg “ the head of a clan,” which,
if it really is a Chinese loan word, must be a great deal
older, since it is associated with the very earliest stages of
socidl/political organization. It seems to reproduce the
Chinese word po, “ the head of a hundred men” (No.
9,348 in H. A. Giles, Chinese- English Dictionary, London,
1912; pdk in Karlgren’s “ Ancient Chinese,” big/pig in the
eighth (?) century Tibetan transcriptions).

There is also .some etymological evidence of eatly
Turkish contact with the Saka, who were established in
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south-western Sinkiang in the early centuries of the
Chtistian era, but perhaps not much earlier. The Turkish
word ton, “ garment,” noted in the eighth century, is
believed to be detived from Saka famna, * clothing,” but it
is not suggested that the Turks wore no clothes until they
met the Saka,

Thus the ancestors of the h13tor1ca1 Turks must have

been in contact at a very eatly petiod with Chinese to their -

south and Indo-Europeans to their -west, and, perhaps
rather later, with Sakas to the south-west, and must at this
time have been a nomadic pastoral people living somewhere
in the steppes. Both their general geographical location
and their way of life were therefore indistinguishable from
those of the Huns as described in the Chinese records. In
these circumstances it seems not unreasonable to start our
history of the Turkish peoples with the Huns, even though
there is no solid proof that the Huns were at this period
Turkish by race and language.

When the Huns first appeated in history they were.
“described by the Chinese as a tribe “ wandering about in
search of pastures and water,” that is they were a nomadic

people living somewhere north of the Great Wall of China

" in the belt of steppes which runs from the Manchurian

forests in the east through Inner and Outer Mongolia to
Zungaria in the west. They maintained themselves pri-

marily by animal husbandry, combined with hunting and
food-gathering and perhaps a little primitive agriculture.
This was supplemented when times were hard, and some-

times perhaps merely because life was dull, by raiding the

adjacent settled areas to the south, that is China and the
oases of Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan). When the govern-
ments of these settled areas were sufficiently organized to
be susceptible to pressure, but not strong enough to resist
that pressute, the Huns also practised a certain amount of
polite, or not so polite, blackmail, the terms of which were
that they would not raid the settled areas if the governments
concerned would make it worth their while not to do so.

It was to resist pressure of this kind that various lengths of
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the Great Wall were built at different dates from about the
middle of the fourth century B.c. onwards.

Earlier than this stage there must have been a pre-
pastoral stage in which the earliest Huns, amounting
probably to no more than a few scattered clans without
any developed tribal organization, maintained themselves
simply by hunting and food-gathering. Only a limited
amount of archaeological investigation has been catried
out in the steppes, and in any event the archaeologists very
sensibly refuse to identify the archaeological remains of
this very early period with specific peoples ot, @ fortiors,
peoples speaking a particular language. There is, however,
amply evidence that there was some kind of populatlon in
the steppes in the second millennium 3.c., or even earlier,
and that these steppe peoples wete in contact with settled
populations at both ends of the steppes.

The question of the easliest intercourse between China
and the West is still hotly debated; evidence is still being
accumulated and theones forrnulated and revised, but some
points seem now to be established. Although it has now
been proved fairly conclusively (see Chéng Té-k’un
Archaeolog y in China, Vol. 11, Shang China, Cambridge, 1960
pages 156 foll.) that bronze casting was evolved inde-
pendently in China and not introduced from the West,
there is a good deal of evidence of one sort or another that
there were cultural contacts between China and the West
at a very early date, and that the principal cultural exchanges
which did take placc proceeded v7z the steppes. There is
also, it is true, evidence (see V. E. Latichev, Brongovyi vek
fez/ero—zzo.ftocbnago Kitaya, Sovetskaya Arkheologiya, 1961,
Part I) that there was some cultural contact in the Bronze
Age between the inhabitants. of notth-east China and the
forest peoples of Manchuria, Trans-Baikalia and even
further west, but these contacts seem to have been quite
distinct and not to have affected the rest of China. The
cultural exchanges were not, of course, only in one direction.
In the Minussinsk basin in southem Siberia beyond the
mountains to the north of the steppes some of the bronze
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weapons and implements of the Karasuk stage, round about
1000 B.C. plus or minus one or two centuries, are indisput-
ably of Chinese design, if not actually of Chinese manu-
facture, and these must have crossed the steppes from the
east. Thus throughout the second millennium s.c. there
must have been economic and cultural exchanges to and fro
across the steppes, and this must surely mean that the
nomadic steppe peoples acted as middlemen. As it was the
Huns that in the last few centuries before the Christian era
were the inhabitants of those parts of the steppes which
were immediately adjacent to China it seems reasonable to
suggest that the earlier inhabitants of this part of the steppes
wete also Huns.

There is evidence that Indo-European tribes had reached
Sinkiang and the western section of the steppes at a very
early date, probably some time during the second millen-
nium B.C. These include the ancestors of the inhabitants
of the oases of Kucha and Karashar in Sinkiang who were
still speaking * Tokharian” in the first millennium A.D.,
and the ancestors of the peoples whom the Chinese called
Wu-sun and Yiieh-chih. There has been a great deal of
“discussion about the probable ethnic status of these two
peoples. The most popular theory is that they spoke some
kind of Iranian, but it is perhaps more probable that they
too spoke “ Tokharian.” Similarly there wete almost
certainly as eatly as the first millennium B.c. tribes speaking
some kind of Tibetan language in the motre mountainous
counttry to the south of Sinkiang and the adjacent steppes
in what later became northern Tibet and patts of Kansu
and Szechwan. It is, however, quite impossible to delineate
at all confidently the ethnic frontlers between these various
tribes at this early period. Equally it is impossible to state
confidently that there were not in this area some tribes,
pethaps even the Hsiung-nu themselves, who originally
spoke a language different from all those already mentioned
which has completely disappeatred leaving no trace of its

-existence, except perhaps a few words in Chinese trans-

cription.

TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDIES o 19

The eatliest references to the Huns in the Chinese
records putport to relate to events which occurred in the
eatly part of the second millennium B.c., and obviously
contain lcgcndary and improbable elements. There are
intermittent references to peoples who can plausibly be
identified with the Huns from then onwards. . The informa-
tion begins to be voluminous and precise when it relates to
events which occurred in the last two decades of the third
century B.C.. At that time a man whom the Chinese called
T’ou-man for the first time organized the Hunnish tribes
into a powerful confederation and became the first Hunnish
supteme ruler or shan-y4. At that time the Huns seem to
have occupied a section of the steppes immediately north
of the Chinese frontier between, say, 100°E and 115°E, with
its centre of gravity more or less due north of the great
(Ordos) bend of the Yellow River. It is quite uncertain
how far north T’ou-man’s dominions extended, perhaps
no further than the Gobi desert, which forms a sort of
natural frontier between southern, or Inner, and northern,
ot Outer, Mongolia. The counttry occupied by the Huns
was adjacent on the west to that occupied by the Wu-sun
and Ytieh-chih and on the east to that occupied by peoples
whom the Chinese called Tung Hu, “ eastern barbarians.”*
Noth of the Huns were vatious tribes which, as we shall
see below, were almost certainly Turkish,

T’ou-man’s successor was called by the Chinese
Mao-tun. |

* I pointed out in Turk, Mongo!, ngm‘ that a grea;t deal of needless confusion
has been caused by transcnbmg Tung Hu as “ Tungus.” In fact whatever the
Tung Hu were cthnically they were certainly not Tungus. ’

1 The archaic Chinese pronunciation of this name was mig-twon, hnd it has been
customary to equate it with the Turkish name Baga:tu:r. This cannot be taken as
proved, but in any case Bagaituir was a very old Turkish name. In the form
Mo-bo-tu (Giles, Nos. 7,977, 3,994, 12,087; *‘ Ancient Chinese ” muo~vd-tust) it
constantly appears in the Chinese records as one of the names of many rulers both
of the Eastern and of the Western Tirkii from the late sixth century onwards (see
Chavannes op. cit.). ﬁatur is given in an Arabic authority as the name of the
(‘Turkish) Xakan of the Khazars in the middle of the eighth century, see K. Czeglédy,
Khazar raids in Transcascasia in A.D. 762-764, Acta Orientalia Hungarica, XI, 1-3,
1960. The signatory of the letter in Runic script discovered by Sir Aurel Stein at
T'un-huang and first published by V. Thomsen in J.R.A.S., 1912, pages 218 ff,
culls himself Bagattu:r Cigsi:, the i;tter the normal Turkish scnptlon of the Chmese
title £z u-:bzb (Giles, Nos. 12,412, 9,893; “Ancient Chinese” #7idk i) «* district
magistrate.” Although in all these instances it is used only as a proper name, the
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Mad-tun, who reigned from about 209 to 174 B.C.,
greatly enlarged the Hunnish dominions. He first  des.
troyed  the Tung Hu, no doubt incorporating many of
them in his own dominions; to return to our earlier simile
he knocked down the Tung Hu heap of bricks and incor-
porated most of them in his own heap. The only Tung Hu
tribes who are said to have escaped were the Wu-huan who
established themselves in eastern Inner Mongolia, just north
of the Great Wall, and the Hsien-pei, who got as far away
from the Huns as possible into the extreme north-eastern
corner of the steppes in eastern Outer Mongolia and
western Manchutia.* Next he struck north and conquered
five other tribes. The exact meaning of “ north ” in this
context is uncextain,_ it may hav; meant no more than
north of the Gobi.” The Chinese scriptions for the
names of these tribes were:—bun-yi, ohi-ohe, ting-ling,
ko-K'un, hsin-li. Nothing has yet been made of three of
these, but the other two undoubtedly have Turkish con-
nexions. A good many theories have been put forward
about the Ting-ling, but Prof. Pulleyblank tells me that he
had very little doubt that it is an’ earlier scription of the
name later represented by £7eh-/%. The name itself, perhaps
e tht i i oty eyl ooly one of a sting of ames ot
names. In any event ‘it. became a loan word in Mongolian from the thirteenth
cgnmtuxgugt::a%g; I(;hns;c:)rzl)‘ onwards ‘i‘n. the form ba, atur{ba’atur not as a proper
o Tt plomm commonm:anmg ) hero, outstan g wartior.” It reappeared
oufnl not 4 proper name, in the fourteenth century

Nabew'I-farddls and the Codexe Cumanicus in the s \ling babatwur|babadur, which
it to have been a re-introduction from Mongo i . It has evc/r since Ehvg Mon%rc?m

invasion been a common word in Persian and still survives in India as the title
Babadur, a legacy from the Mogul Empire. The alternative theory that it was

originally Mongolian and always a loan word in Turkish seems to be excluded by .

cﬂ;:l tf":.:':ty.timt it was used as a proper name by the Western Tiirki as early as the sixth

* In Turk, Mongol, Tungus 1 suggested that ww-buan was a Chinese scription for
the well-known Turkish tribal name Oguz, but Prof. Pulleyblank tellspmc that
this is improbable. This deprives me of the most convincing argument in favour
of the hypothesis that the Tung Hu were Turkish tribes. Nevertheless this still
f_cmams the most glauslblg hypothesis, since the T’o-pa (Tavgag) who emerged
rom the sten—Pcl, as will shown below, un uestionably spoke a form of
Turkish. No satisfactory non-Chinese equivalent of the sctiption Asien-pei has yet
been discovered, but it is sible that Saviroi, the name of 2 Hunnish tribe in
south-eastern Europe mentioned by Byzantine authorities of the fifth and sixth
mt:xﬁgs’c:nni ‘r""‘;ﬁe tﬁng name of adtrlibc associated with the Volga Bulgars in the

which is mention 3 ipti

ormath centu g ek ationed by Kaggard, were later scriptions of the same

o
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*Tiglig or *Tigrig, has not so far been found in any non-
Chinese authority, but there is no doubt that the T’ieh-1¢
were a Turkish confederation, and it seems reasonable to
suppose that the Ting-ling were also. It has long been
agreed that &s-&’sn and other similar scriptions represent
the name Kurgrz, The Kirfiz played a prominent part in
history in the eighth and ninth centuries and have given theit
name to one of the Associated Republics of the Soviet
Union. Thus we can feel reasonable confidence that even
if the Hsiung-nu were not Turks there were Turks in the
steppes in the third century B.c. By the seventh century
A.D. the Kit§1z seem to have been living in Tuva north
of the Tannu-ola Mountains. It is possible that it was
Mao-tun who drove them out of the steppes into this area.
Next Mao-tun drove the Indo-European tribes further
west and imposed his suzerainty on them and on the Indo-
European oasis states in Sinkiang. Finally he attacked
China with inconclusive results, leading to the establish-
ment of treaty relations and a periodical exchange of gifts,
which amounted in effect to the Chinese payment of black-
mail as the price of security from raids. ‘ *

His successot, whom the Chinese called Ki-yii, is chiefly
remembered for the fact that he drove the Yiieh-chih right
out of the steppes and so started a chain reaction leading
to the destruction of the Graeco-Bactrian kingdom. This
is probably one of the few cases in which an ethnic unit
moved as a whole. It seems likely that the whole nomadic
Indo-European population of the steppes moved out in
one direction or another and left the whole of the steppes
to the Huns and their nomadic vassals, although the Indo-
European inhabitants of Sinkiang still retained their hold
on the oasis states as Hunnish vassals.

It is unnecessaty to pursue the history of the Huns in
great detail beyond this point. Briefly the Hunnish Empire
started to decline in about 140 B.C., as the strength of China
grew, and in the first quarter of the first century B.C. its
centre of gravity gradually started to move westwards. - At
about the same time the Wu-huan threw off Hunnish
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suzeraintym‘” and established their independence in eastern
Inner Mongolia, and the Hsien-pei, if they had ever
accepted Hunnish suzerainty, which seems doubtful, ceased
‘to do so. During the next few years the Huns suffered a
series of reverses, and in about §5 B.C. 2 member of the
royal house called by the Chinese Chih-chih (a brother of
the man called by the Chinese Hu-han-hsieh who had just
succeeded in establishing himself as Shan-yii) .revolted
against his brother and also proclaimed himself as Shan-yii.
The “ empire ” split into two. The Southern Kingdom
under Hu-han-hsieh in Inner Mongolia became a vassal
state subject to Chinese suzerainty, and the Northern
Kingdom under Chih-chih retained its independence.
Chih-chih, a man of great energy and enterprise, enlarged
his kingdom to the west and for the first time crossed the
mountains to the west of the Zungatian steppes into what
is now Kazakhstan. He engaged in a series of complicated
local wats, sometimes in alliance with one of the local, no
doubt Iranian, kingdoms and sometimes with another, and

even built himself a capital in the area, ptobably on the

River Talas. The Southern Kingdom took advantage of his
preoccupations in the west to edge northwards, and, when
Chih-chih was finally killed in 36 B.c. by the combined
efforts of the local people and a Chinese army, assumed
control of all the ‘steppes, except probably the eastern

extremity, but still as a vassal kingdom. It is uncertain

whether when Chih-chih was killed and his kingdom over-
thtown all the Huns in Kazakhstan' were exterminated.
A. N. Gumilev in his latest article on the subject, Talssskaya
bitva 36 g. do n.e., in Issledovaniya po istorii kaltury narodov
vostoka, Moscow-Leningrad, 1960, comes to the conclusion
that they were, but it seems possible that a nucleus remained
and built itself up with the arrival of more groups of Huns
from the east during the next two or three centuries until
it finally formed the confederation which invaded Europe
in the fourth century A.p. Be that as it may, we hear no
more of these Western Huns until that date.

In the east the collapse of the Former Han dynasty, and
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the accessiof to the throne of the usurper Wang Mang in
A.D. 9, created a new state of affairs. In the confusion which
ensued the Huns threw off Chinese suzerainty and invaded
north China in cooperation with the Wu-huan. After a
time an uneasy peace was restored, but without any
suggestion of Chinese suzerainty. The Huns also took this
opportunity to te-establish their suzerainty over the Wu-
huan and Hsien-pei. ‘ -

By the middle of the first century, however, the situation
had changed again. China under the Latter Han dynasty
regained its strength, and as a result of internal discord the
Huns again split into Northern and Southern Kingdoms,
the latter ruling Inner Mongolia under Chinese suzerainty,
the former -Outer Mongolia and some adjacent areas as an
independent state. The two wete almost continuously in a

state of mutual hostility and the Wu-huan and Hsien-pei

took advantage of this to throw off the Hunnish yoke. The
Chinese persuaded the Wu-huan to settle immediately
north of the Chinese frontier and accept their suzerainty,
but with the Hsien-pei, who were not an organized
“ kingdom,” but merely a very loose confederation, if
indeed that, they succeeded only in establishing some kind
of diplomatic relations and a rather one-sided exchange of
gifts, the Hsien-pei delivering severed Northern Hunnish
heads in return for titles and valuable merchandise of
various kinds. | |

The result of all this was that while the Southern
Kingdom remained fairly solidly in control of Inner
Mongolia, less the area occupied by the Wu-huan in the
cast, and served as a useful buffer for China, the Northern
Kingdom was edged towards the west by the Hsien-pei, its
only common frontier with China being in the area of, and
adjacent to, Sinkiang. The struggle between China and
the Northern Kingdom for the control of this area pro-
ceeded almost continuously throughout the last quarter
of the first and the first quarter of the second century A.D.
without producing any lasting settlement. The Hsien-pei
took advantage of the preoccupations of the Northern Huns
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elsewhere to continue their attacks on them and in A.p. 87
even succeeded in captuting and skinning the then reigning
Shan-yii. By the end of the first centuty they had assumed
control over almost the whole of Outer Mongolia, confining
the Northern Huns to the western extremity of the steppes
and Zungaria. It is very probable that at about this time
some sections of the Huns moved over the mountains into
Kazakhstan either to join the remains of Chih-chih’s people,

if they still survived, or as small clans or tribal units on
their own. As the Hsien-pei drove the Northern Hunnish
government westwards they no doubt assumed control of
a number of tribes which had hitherto regarded themselves
as.Huns. To return to our eatlier simile, they pushed over
part of the Northern Hunnish group of bricks and estab-
lished a rather disorganized set of groups of their own.

Early in the second century A.p. the Southern-Huns
took advantage of Chinese preoccupations further west and
at home to reassert their independence, and the Wu-huan
joined them, but this rebellion soon collapsed. Ten years
later the Northern Huns also became active again and
resumed hostilities in Sinkiang, but neither side was able
to achieve a lasting success, and things drifted on in much
‘the same way until about the middle of the century. During
this petiod the Chinese hold over the Southern Kingdom
and the Wu-huan continued to be precarious. From about
A.D. 115 onwards the Hsien-pei too began to launch a series
of attacks on north-eastern China, which continued for
about twenty years and then lapsed into quiescence. -

In about A.D. 150 2 man whom the Chinese called
Tan-shih-huai assumed control of the Hsien-pei and for
the first time organized them as a powerful steppe * king-
dom.” Apart from constituting a standing threat to China
he extended his dominions west and north of the steppes
and conquered and controlled all the territory formerly
ruled by the Northern Huns. He is also remarkable for
having taught his people to catch and eat lake and river
fish. However he died in A.D. 180 and the “ kingdom ”
~ created by him almost immediately disintegrated.
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The Southern Kingdom disintegrated a few years later
and so the whole of the steppes was occupied by small
tribes managing their own affairs without any central
organization. In our earlier simile all the big heaps had
fallen down and all that was left was a few small ones. It is
vety possible that if the Huns had originally spoken a
language of their own different from Turkish, it was at
about this time that it died out, since after this period they
were no more than “ mixed barbanans ”* living in a milieu
which at any rate by the sixth century was a.lrnost exclusively
Turkish-speaking.

Formally the Southern Kingdom came to an end in
A.D. 216, and in A.D. 220 the Latter Han dynasty came to
an end also, and China disintegrated into three separate and
rival kmgdoms Almost the whole of north China con-
stituted the Kingdom of Wei, the largest and strongest of
the three. It was strong enough to ensure that it was not
invaded across its northern frontiers, but not strong enough
to exercise any control beyond them. At about this time
a number of Southern Huns submitted and entered China
and were organized in a number of small groups by the
Wei government, each unit under its own headman and
the whole under a chief headman. Beyond the frontier
the political vacuum was gradually filled by the Hsien-pei
who spread “their influence south into Inner Mongolia.
It was at this time that the Tavgag (in Chinese scription
Po-pa) clan first assumed the leadership of the whole
Hsien-pei confederation.

In about A.D. 265 the Wei and the other two kingdoms
collapsed and China was nominally reunited under the Chin
dynasty. But the central governmental machine was too
weak to govern the whole of China effectively and by the
end of the centuty civil war was endemic throughout the
whole of north China, ahd small kingdoms, the:rulers of
which often ealled themselves “ Emperors,” began to
appeat and disappear with monotonous regularity. Almost
none of these self-styled Emperors were native Chinese;
one or two were Tibetans or Mu-jung (Hsien-pei), but the
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great majotity were Huns, descendants of the Huns who
had been settled in north China under the Wei dynasty.

The Tavgag, who had strengthened their grip over
Inner Mongolia by about A.p. 260, continued their pressure
southwards and by A.D. 310 assumed control of some
territory south of the Great Wall. However in A.p. 316
civil war broke out in the confederation and the pressure
eased. The Tavag ceased to be able to control the whole
confederation, and the Mu-jung clan, or tribe, organized
a confederation of its own in south-west Manchuria, which
in the second half of the century pushed down into north-
east China and set up the two Yen dynasties.

Towards the end of the fourth century the Tavgag
revived under a series of energetic rulers, and by degrees
assumed control of the whole of north China, ruling as the
Northern, ot Yitan, Wei dynasty (4.D. 386-535).

‘The political vacuum which was left in the steppes was
soon filled by a people whom the Chinese called Juan-juan,
Ju-ju, Jui-jui or Jou-jan. No tribal name has so far been
discovered in any non-Chinese authority which could
correspond with these scriptions. ‘Their rise to power
started in the second half of the fourth century, and their
ruler declared himself a supreme ruler with the title £zgan
in A.D. 402, apparently the earliest use of the word,; which
is an old, perhaps Hunnish, one, in this meaning. Before
long the Juan-juan controlled the whole of the steppes
from their eastern extremity to Zungaria and were fighting
the Wei for the control of Sinkiang. This state of affairs
continued for nearly 2 century and 2 half, but from about
A.D. 520 onwatds civil war began to break out between
vatious members of the royal family and the Juan-juan
began to lose control. They finally collapsed in the middle
of the sixth century. At about that date a Turkish tribe
whom the Byzantine authorities called ““ Avar ” appeared
~ in eastern Burope. Chavannes gp. ¢/#. made out a plausible
case for the theory that these Avar were Juan-juan who had
fled to the west, but positive proof is still lacking and
doubt has since been expressed about the validity of some
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of Chavannes’ evidence. It is very desirable that this point
should be settled one way or the other. It is possible that
this could be done by comparing more closely the references
to the downfall of the Juan-juan ““empire” in Chinese,
Byzantine and Moslem authorities since this was an event
which affected many countties and governments in Europe
and Asia. - There ate reasons for supposing that the Juan-
juan, like the Tavgag, with whom they had some clan
names in common, were by origin a Hsien-pei tribe and
talked the same kind of Turkish as the Tavgag, but this
requires furthet investigation. |

It is reasonably certain that the great bulk of the tribes
whom they ruled in the steppes had been there a very long
time and had been ruled by the Hsien-pei and the Huns
before them. It seems probable that when the Juan-juan
rose to power these tribes were organized in some kind of
a loose confederation called by the Chinese &ao-ch¢ “ tall
carts ” because theit members carried their families and
possessions about in such vehicles. :

Whatever the ethnic status of the Juan-juan may have
been, there is no doubt that it was a Turkish tribe, the
Tﬁrkii, the eponymous tribe of all the Turkish peoples,
who headed the revolt which put an end to the Juan-juan
“ empire ” in about A.D. 552. The name itself does not
appear to be known before this date. As stated above, the
story favoured by the Chinese authorities was that the royal
family of this tribe, called by the Chinese A-shih-na, who
at that time were living in the Altai mountains, had origin-
ally been one of the small groups of Hunnish refugees who
had been settled in north China by the (first) Wei dynasty,
and in the fifth century were living in Kansu under the rule
of the Hunnish Western Ch’in dynasty. They fled to the
Juan-juan with soo families when the Northern Wei
Emperot put an end to.that dynasty in A.D. 431, and it
seems very likely that they were soon on the move again
and fled to Altai to escape the Juan-juan.

This was not of course the first case of a tribe leaving
the steppes, the process had begun five centuries eatlier
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weapons: and mplemnts of the Karasuk stagc, round about
1000 B.C. plus or minus one or two centuries, ate indisput- -
ably of Chinese design, if not actually. of Chinese manu-
ppes from the
‘Thus throughout the second millennium B.c. there -
must have been economic and cultural exchanges to and fro
across the steppes, and this must surely mean that the -
nomadic steppe peoples acted as middlemen. As it was the -
Huns that in the last few centuries before the Christian era =
were the inhabitants of those parts of the steppes which -
~were immediately adjacent to China it seems reasonable to
suggest that the earlier inhabitants of this part of the steppes

facture, and these must have crossed the steppe

were also Huns. o

There is evidence that Indo-European tribes had reached
Sinkiang and the western section of the steppes at a very
carly date, probably some time during the second millen-
nium B.C. These include the ancestors of the inhabitants
of the oases of Kucha and Karashar in Sinkiang who were
still speaking  Tokharian * in the first millennium A.p.,

and the ancestors of the peoples whom the Chinese called
Wu-sun and Yiieh-chih. There has been a great deal of *
discussion about the probable ethnic status of these two

peoples. The most papular theoty is that they spoke some
kind -of Iranian, but it is perhaps more probable that they

" too spoke “Tokharian.” Similatly there were almost
certainly as early as the first millennium s.C. tribes speaking

some kind of Tibetan language in the mote mountainous
country to the south of Sinkiang and the adjacent steppes
in what later became nerthern Tibet and parts of Kansu
and Szechwan. It is, hawever, quite impossible to delineate
at all confidently the ethnic frontiers between these various
ttibes at this eatly period. Equally it is impossible to state

~ confidently that thete wete not in this area some tribes,
pethaps even the Hsiung-nu themselves, who ()rlgmally

spoke 2 language different from all those already mentioned
which has completely disappeated leaving no trace of its

-existence, except pethaps a few words in Chinesce trans-

cription,

_ mmn ma mﬂﬁomm swmﬁ& ’

The mhcst refetetices to the Hnns in the Chine
records purport to telate to events which occurred in khc |
carly part of the second millennium B.c,, and obviounsly
contain legendary and improbable clements. Thete are
intermittent - feferences o peoples who can plausibly be
identified with the Huns from then onwards. ‘The informa-
tion beginis to be voluminous and precise when it relates to
events which occurred in the last two decades of the third
century B.C.. At that time 2 ‘Tan whom the Chinese called
T’ou-mai for the first time ofganized the Hunnish tribes
into 2 powerful confederation and became the first Hunnish
supreme ruler ot shem-yd. At that time the Huns seem to
have occupied a section of the steppes immediately north
of the Chinese frontier between, say, 100°E and 115°E, with
its centre of gravity more or less due north of the great
(Ordos) bead of the Yellow River. It is quite uncertain
how far north T’ou-man’s dominions extended, perhaps
no further than the Gobi desert, which forms a sort of
natural frontier between southern ot Inner, and northern,
or Outer, Mongolia. The country occupied by the Huns
was adjacent on the west to that occup 1cd by the Wu-sun
and Yieh«chih and on the east to that occupmd by peoples
whom the Chinese called Tung Hu, “ eastern batbarians.”* -
North of the Huns were vatious tribes Whlch, as we shall‘
see below, were almost certainly Turkish.

T’ou—imn 3 successor was called by the Chmese
Mao-tun.f : -

Ipmm;:doutin ka,Mawl Tmthua%rcatdcalofneedlcssconfunoa

has been ¢a ¥ In fact, whatever the
Tung Hu weee: ethaiaﬂy they were c:mmly not ’I‘ungus . !

1 The archaic lgmuncimanof&mmmwas nwu,kndlthasbeeu.
customar m equate it with the Turkish nime state cannot be takenas
proved, bug in any case Baja:tu:r was a. very “Turkish nsme, In the form
Mo-ho-tu ( i 75977, $:994, 12,087; Ancient Chines¢ * mup-yd-suat) it
constantlyqppmmtbe records as one of the names of many rulers both -
of the Eastern snid of the Wcstem Tirki from the late sixth century onwards. (see
Chavannes op:-oit.). Bagatur is venmmAubmauxhontyasthenmntthe
%urkxsl:‘zmﬁrafﬁlﬂ h‘;ngwnswddéeoithe hthtd& sot. K.

azar ranscasicasie 2-704, Hcta LUnen uny XI, 1-3,
1960. The's ptbqkmmimwn -discovered by Sir A Aurel Steln at
Tun-hu ::ﬁfmd ﬁut pubﬂnhcd V. Thamsca in J.R.AS., 1012, pnm 218 4.,
calls hi ) er the nonnal Turkish scri gxm
title #7 u-:bzb (Giles, :z 2, 9,893; “‘Ancient Chincse” ijak 1) “ district
magistrate,” ‘though tgesc tmtances it is used only a8 3 proper mmc, the
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Mao-tun, who relgned from about 209 to 174 B.C.,
greatly enlarged the Hunnish dominions, He first des-
troyed ” the Tung 1lu, no doubt incotpotating many of
them In his own dominions; to return to our earlier simile
he knocked down the Tung Hu heap of bricks and incor-
porated most of them in his own heap. The only Tung Hu

tribes who are said to have escaped were the Wu-—huan who
established themselves in eastern Inner Mongolia, just north

of the Great Wall, and the Hsien-pei, who got as far away
from the Huns as possible into the extreme north-eastern
corner of the steppes. in eastern Outer Mongolia and
western Manchuria.* Next he struck north and conquered

five othc: ttibes. The exact meaning of “ north ” in this

f, it may have meant no more than

L« nenh ef ﬁm Gébx,’?.- The Chinese scriptions for the -
names of “these tribes were:—bunyd, ch'd-shl, ting-ling,
ko-®'sn, hiimli., Nothing has yet been made of three of

these; but the other two undoubtedly have Turkish con-
nexions. A good many theories have been put forward
abcmt thc ng—lmg but Prof. Pulleyblank tells me that he

POM l;_smﬂy only one of a ltrlnf of names or titles
3 il Yorhmon noun or ad i

' losn word in Mongollm rom the thlrtecnth

ards. in the form inr/ba’aiwr not as a proper

R “hﬂm outaun watrior,” It reappeared

| O m 2 P the fourteenth century

- the Cotie Cunligiiins lﬁllr.ig MIM which proves

Have -fe-introduction f% Mongo t has ever since the Mongolian

inmhmamm__ ‘word in P
s bl w .‘m d‘c M 2

_lém word in Turkish seems to be excluded by
‘m by the Wum ‘TUrk( as enrly as the sixth

o (. r N -
no’ urkish M‘-‘m Ofuz, but Prof. Pulleyblank tells me that
is deprives me of the most convinelng argument in favour
he!: Tuny ‘Hu were Turkish tribes, Nevertheless this still

‘hypothesis, since the T'o-pa (Tlvgnq;) who cmerged
. shown below, unquestionably spoke a form of
Tﬂrktsh. No satisfactory non—Chmese equivalent of the seript on bn'm -pei has yet
been discovered, but it ia that Saviroi, the name of & Hunnish tribe in

. south-eastern Europe mentioned by Byzantine authorities of :he fifth and sixth

centuries, and Swwdr, the name of a tribe associated with the Volga Bulgars in the

ek'venth century which is mcntzoned by Kiggarl, were later seriptions of the same

sh name as bsien-pei.

doubt #hat it is an’ eatlier scription of the
y ieh-K. The name itself, perhaps -

ke many Turkish

Pércian and sdill survives in India as the tide
ire. ‘The slternative theory that it was

| that wa-busw was & Chinese scription for

mpposc hi

he namg}_. "
history in#
name to:.d

Union. -‘Finx
if the Hsiy
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suzerainty and established their independence in eastern

Inner Mongolia, and the Hsien-pei, if they had ever

accepted Hunnish suzerainty, which seems doubtful, ceased

to do so. During the next few years the Huns suffered a -

seties of reverses, and in about 55 B.C. 2 member of the
royal house called by the Chinese Chih-chih (a brother of
the man called by the Chinese Hu-han-hsieh who had just

succeeded in establishing himself as Shan-yii). revolted -

against his brother and also proclaimed himself as Shan-yii.
The “ empite ” split into two. The Southern Kingdom
under Hu-han-hsieh in Inner Mongolia became a vassal
state subject to Chinese suzerainty, and the Northern
Kingdom under Chih-chih retained its independence.
Chih-chih, 2 man of great energy and enterprise, enlarged
his kingdom to the west and for the first time crossed the
mountains to the west of the Zungarian steppes into what
is now Kazakhstan. He engaged in a series of complicated

local wars, sometimes in alliance with one of the local, no

doubt Iranian, kingdoms and sometimes with another, and
even built himself a capital in the area, probably on the

River Talas. The Southern Kingdom took advantage of his |

preoccupations in the west to edge northwards, and, when
Chih-chih was finally killed in 36 B.c. by the combined
efforts of the local people and a Chinese army, assumed
control of all the 'steppes, except probably the eastern
extremity, but still as a vassal kingdom. It is uncertain
whether when Chih-chih was killed and his kingdom over-
thrown all the Huns in Kazakhstan were exterminated.
A. N. Gumileév in his latest article on the subject, Talasskaya

bitva 36 g. do n.e., in Issledovaniya po istorii kaltury narodov

vostoka, Moscow-Leningrad, 1960, comes to the conclusion
that they were, but it seems possible that a nucleus remained
and built itself up with the arfival of more groups of Huns
from the east during the next two or three centuries until
it finally formed the confederation which invaded Europe
in the fourth century A.p. Be that as it may, we hear no
more of these Western Huns until that date.

In the east the collapse of the Former Han dynasty, and

' TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDIES 23

the accession to the throne of the usurper Wang Mang in
A.D. 9, created a new state of affairs. In the confusion which
ensued the Huns threw off Chinese suzerainty and invaded
north China in cooperation with the Wu-huan. After a
time an uneasy peace was festored, but without any
suggestion of Chinese suzerainty. The Huns also took this
opportunity to re-establish their suzerainty over the Wu-
huan and Hsien-pei. o SR
By the middle of the first century, howevet, the situation
had changed again. China under the Latter Han dynasty
regained its strength, and as a result of internal discord the
Huns again split into Northern and Southern Kingdoms,
the latter ruling Inner Mongolia under Chinese suzerainty,
the former Outer Mongolia and some adjacent areas as an
independent state. The two wete almost continuously in a
state of mutual hostility and the Wu-huan and Hsien-pei
took advantage of this to throw off the Hunnish yoke. The
Chinese persuaded the Wu-huan to settle immediately
north of the Chinese frontier and accept their suzeraj_qty,
but with the Hsien-pei, who were not an organized
“ kingdom,” but merely a vety loose confederation, if
indeed that, they succeeded only in establishing some kind
of diplomatic relations and a rather one-sided exchange of
gifts, the Hsien-pei deliveting seveted Northern Hunnish
heads in retutn for titles and wvaluable merchandise of
various kinds. - . | |
The result of all this was that while the Southern
Kingdom - remained faifly solidly in control of Inner
Mongolia, less the area occupied by the Wu-huan in the
cast, and served as a useful buffer for China, the Northern
Kingdom was edged towards the west by the Hsien-pei, its
only common frontier with China being in the area of, and
adjacent to, Sinkiang. The struggle between China and
the Northern Kingdom for the conttol of this area pro-
cceded almost continuously throughout the last quarter
of the first and the first quarter of the second century A.D..
without producing any lasting settlement. The Hsien-pei
took advantage of the preoccupations of the Northern Huns
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¢laewhere (o continue their attacks on them and in A.p. 87
even aeeded in capturing and skinning the then reigning
Shan yi. By the end of the first century they had assumed

control over almost the whole of OQuter Mongolia, confining

the Northern Huns to the western extremity of the steppes
and Zungaria. It is vety pro robable that at about this time
some sections of the Hw moved over the mountains into
Kazakhstan ejthet to join the remains of Chih-chih’s people,
if they still’ sumwd. or as small clans or tribal units on
their own. (As the Hsien-pei drove the Northern Hunnish
government westwards they no doubt assumed control of
a number of tribes which had hitherto regarded themselves
as.Huns. To setum to our earlier simile, they pushed over

- part of the Northern Hunnish  group of bricks and estab-

lished a rather disorganized set of groups of their own.
-Eatly in the second century A.p. the Southern Huns

took advantage of Chinese preoccupations further west and

at home tg reastert their independence, and the Wu-huan

joined thcm, but this rebellion soon collapsed. Ten years

later the Northern Huns also became actlve again and
resumed hostilities in Sinkiang, but neither side was able
to achieve a lasting success, and things drifted on in much
the same way until about the middle of the century. During

‘this period the Chinese hold over the Southetn Kingdom
-and the Wu-huan corttinued to be precatious. From about

A.D. 115 onwards the Hsien-pei too began to launch a series
of attacks on north-eastern China, which continued for
about twenty yeats and then lapsed into qulescence.

In about A.D. 150 2 man whom the Chinese called
Tan-sh1h—hua1 assumed control of the Hslen-pel and for
the first time organized them as & powerful steppe * king-
dom.” Apart from constituting a standing threat to China
he extended his dominions west and notth of the steppes
and conquered and controlled all the territory formerly

. ruled by the Northern Huns. He is also remarkable for

- having taught his people to catch and eat lake and river
_ fish. However he died in A.D, 180 and the * kingdom ”

|  ;‘==_;4, created by him almost immediutely disintegrated,

end of the cen
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The Southcm Kingdom dnsmtegmtcd a few yeats later
and $o'the’ whole of ‘the steppes was occupied by small
tribes mngm their own ‘affairs without any central
organization. 'In our eatlier simile all the big heaps had
faﬂmdewnmdaﬂt;lfmtwnsh&wmfewsmaﬂ one&kgss |
ve sible  that if the Huns originally s a
lanrypmdf their own different from Turkish, 1fowas at
about this tmwthmitdfedmt, mwafmﬁ:ispenodﬂwy
wet€: i more than  mixed barbatians,” living in a milieu

L at aay tﬂe%b? titc sifmth aeﬁtuty was almost cxcluswely |

AD. a:é; uiua 216 the

an end aisb, m& na dmntegmtéd'iﬂto thtee sepatate md L o

r1va1 1«~ 7

mvaded%cmis lts m’ vt

the“pé’h_ticﬂ vactum: ms gmdually filled by the Hsien-pe
who ‘spread their influence south into Inner M Ngo
It was at this time that the Tavgag (in Glﬁnesc scriptiont
Po-pdy ‘clan first assumcd the leadetshlp ef the wholc
Hsien-pei confederation. -

fﬂ about A:D. 265 the Wel and the othet two kmgdmns ’
collapsed 4nd China was nominally teunited under the Chin
dymsty' ‘Buit the central govétnmental machine was 00
weak to govetn, the whole of China effectively and by the

ury civil ' war was endemic throughont the

whole of porth China, and small kingdoms, the rulers of
which often called themselves “ Emperors,” began to
appear and disippear with monotoncus. rcgulanty Almost
none of these self-styled Emperors wete native Chinese}
one Of two wete T:bctans or Mu-)ung (sten»pcl) but tshe_
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great majority were Huns, descendants of the Huns who
had been settled in north China under the Wei dynasty.
The Tavgag, who had strengthened their grip over

Inner Mongolia by about A.D. 260, continued their pressure -

southwards and by A.D. 310 assumed control of some
territory south of the Great Wall. However in a.p. 316
civil war broke out in the confederation and the pressure
eased. The Tavgag ceased to be able to control the whole
confederation, and the Mu-jung clan, or tribe, organized
a confederation of its own in south-west Manchutia, which
in the second half of the century pushed down into north-
east China and set up the two Yen dynasties.

Towards the end of the fourth century the Tavag
revived under a series of energetic rulers, and by degrees
assumed control of the whole of north China, ruling as the
Notthern, or Yiian, Wei dynasty (a.D. 386-53).

The political vacuum which was left in the steppes was
soon filled by a people whom the Chinese called Juan-juan,
Ju-ju, Juijui or Jou-jan. No tribal name has so far been
discovered in any non-Chinese authority which could
correspond with these scriptions. Their rise to power
started in the second half of the fourth century, and their

ruler declared himself a supteme ruler with the title £zgan

in A.D. 402, apparently the earliest use of the word, which
is an old, perhaps Hunnish, one, in this meaning. Befote
long the Juan-juan controlled the whole of the steppes
from their eastetn extremity to Zungaria and were fighting
the Wei for the control of Sinkiang. This statc of affairs
continued for nearly a century and a half, but from about
A.D. 520 onwards civil war began to break out between
various members of the royal family and the Juan-juan
began to lose control. They finally collapsed in the middle
of the sixth century. At about that date & Turkish tribe
whom the Byzantine authorities called * Avar ** appeared

~ in eastern Europe. Chavannes gp. iz, made out a plausible

case for the theory that these Avar were Juan-juan who had
fled to the west, but positive proof is stlll lackiny and
doubt has since been expressed about the valldity of some
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of Chavannies® evidence. It is very desirable that this point
should be settled one way ot the other. It is possible that
this could be done by comparing more closely the references
to the downfall of the Juan-juan “empire ” in Chinese,
Byzantine and Moslem authorities since this was an event
which affected many countries and governments in Europe
and Asia. - There ate reasons for supposing that the Juan-
juan, like the Tav@ag, with whom they had some clan
names in common, were by origin a Hsien-pei tribe and
talked the same kind of Turkish as the Tavgag, but this
requires further investigation. -

It is reasonably certain that the great bulk of the tribes
whom they ruled in the steppes had been there 2 very long
time and had been ruled by the Hsien-pei and the Huns
befote them. It seems probable that when the Juan-juan
rose to power these tribes were organized in some kind of
a loose confederation called by the Chinese &zo-c/’¢ “ tall

_ catts ” because their members carried their families and

possessions about in such vehicles. , -

Whatever the ethnic status of the Juan-juan may have
been, thete is no doubt that it was a Turkish tribe, the
Turku, the eponymous ttibe of all the Turkish peoples,
who headed the revolt which put an end to the Juan-juan
“ empire ” in about A.p. 552. ‘The name itself does not
appear to be known before this date. As stated above, the
story favoured by the Chinese authorities was that the royal
family of this tribe, called by the Chinese A-shih-na, who
at that time were living in the Altai mountains, had origin-
ally been one of the small groups of Hunnish refugees who
had been settled in north China by the (first) Wei dynasty,
and in the fifth century were living in Kansu under the rule
of the Hunnish Western Ch’in dynasty. They fled to the
Juan-juan with jo0 families when the Northern Wei
Emperor put an end to.that dynasty in A.D. 431, and it
seems very likely that they were soon on the move . again
and fled to Altai to escape the Juan-juan.

This was nqt of course the first case of a tribe leaving
the steppes, the process had begun five centuries eatlier
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when Chib chili cromed the mountaine 10 the west, but it
seetns t0 be the only recorded instunce of a tribe which
hadl left the steppes luter 1eturming to them.  T'he cartly
wealwatdhimovemenin of Turkish tribes must have included
patts of several tribes, tor by the fifth century some Oguz*
had moved far enough to the west to have been heard of by
the Byzantines under the name of Osugosrei, and it is not
impossible that the big concentration of Oguz in the area
to the east and south-east of the Aral Sea, who in the
ninth century developed some form of organized govern-
ment under a ruler with the venerable title of yavgu: had
begun to gravitate to this area when the Juan-juan were
ruling the steppes. This does not of course imply a total
migtation of the OBuz to the west. A great many remained
behind and played an important part in the history of the
seventh and eighth.centuries, -
When the Tirki returned to the steppes and destroyed
the power of the Juan-juan they quickly assumed their
mantle and, at the height of their power, controlled not
only the whole of Inner and Outer Mongolia but also
settled areas far to the west. At the time of their return the
main bulk of the population of the steppes seerns to have
been organized in a loose confederation (perhaps the same

- as that earlier called by the Chinese Awo-c/'f) which the

Chinese called T’ieh-l&.f ‘The memorandum on this
confederation in the S# Shu (translated in Liu 0p. cit. p. 127)
does not inspire confidence. It seems to be not so much a
list of the confederation itself as a list of all the nomadic

. * Since my identification of wu-buan with * Offun ** seenrw to he an crror, this
is the eatliest occurrence of this name. )

1 have pointed out above that this is & Iater scription for the sume name,
perhaps *#iglg or *#igrig which was earlier transcribed Mg /ing, Almost an much
confusion has been caused by transcribing #'#eb-#f ‘Tolls a8 was earller cauncd by
transcribing #ung bu Tungus. "The error was firat oxponed by Bowdberg, but very
little examination would have shown that the identiflentlon In Imposalble. 'The
Télis were never a confederation of any great importance, ‘I'he name In always
mentioned in conjunction with Tarduy, the two belng the names of the suhdivisions
of some larger confederation, see E. G. Pulleyblank, Sows romards on the ‘1'oqzoghicy
problem, Utal-Altaische Jahrbiicher, X XVIII, 1-1, note on page 13. Nor exnmple
the Tang Shu (see Bichurin op. ¢it., 1, 340) says that the Tolls and %'nrdu were the
two major subdivisions of the Hsich Yen-t'o, which was ltelf (#p, #/1, 1, y30) the
::zst; powerful component of the T'ich-1¢ in the second quarier of the scventh

ntury. '
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peoples who were subject to the Tirkii at the height of
theit power. Seven geographical areas in which T’ieh-1¢
tribes lived are enumerated, ranging from “ east of Fu-lin
(the Byzantine Empire) *’ to “ south of the North Sea (pre-
sumably Lake Baikal).” Lists of the tribes in each area are
given, each ending ““and others.” “The total number of
names mentioned is forty-four, and some of them, for
example A-lan (the Alans) are obviously not Turkish. The
list of T’ieh-1& tribes in the Tang Shu (see Chavannes op. cit.
p. 87), though later, seems to be more realistic, It includes
only fifteen names, most of them recognizably Turkish.
E. R. Pulleyblank (gp. ¢i#. in the footnote p. 28) has pointed
out that one important, indeed at one time perhaps the
most important, component of the real Turkish T’ieh-1&
was what the Chinese called chix hsing “ nine surnames,”
that is the Tokkuz Oguz, itself, as its name implies, a
confederation of nine tribes, These nine tribes wete no”
doubt located in vatious parts of the steppes; the best
known, and probably one of the most northetly of them,
was the Uygur, whose original habitat according to the
Chinese authorities (see Chavannes op. . p. 89 and
Hamilton gp. ¢ft. p. 2) was the region of the River Selenga.
The Uygur too were a confederation of ten tribes or
clans, of which the Yaglakast were the senior or royal clan.*
At a very eatly date in its history the Tiurkii dynasty
broke into two parts, commonly called the Western and
the Eastern (or Northern) Turkii. The Western dynasty,
after passing through various vicissitudes, finally collapsed
in the first decade of the eighth century. The Eastern
dynasty, also after passing through many vicissitudes,
including a period of fifty years of total eclipse in the middle
* To make things more complicated still the Statl-Holstein roll, which is dated
A.D, 925, that is neu.tl* two centuties after the collapse of the last Tiirkii Empire,
contains a list of the Télis and Tarduy tribes in which the ¥ appear as the
royal tribe, ot clan, of the Télis. This is some indication of the complications of
Turkish tribal organization which permitted the same ttibe, or clans ot it, to move
from one confederation to ancther and yet retain royal status, For the Stagl-Holstein
roll see W, B. Henning, Argi and tbe * Tokbarians,” Bulletin of the School of Oriental
Studies, IX, 3; the same author’s The mame of the Tokbarian , Asla Major,
New Seﬂa,i 2, note on page 162; H, W. Bailey, Th Sm ire mis iy,
dn‘r'fo{ '?551’, 1931; and E. mcyblmk, Tbe date of the Statl-Holsisin roll, ditto,
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of the seventh century, finally collapsed i in A.D. 742. At that
date the Uygur, who had been gradually building up their
strength since the beginning of the century, drove down
from the north and crushed them. For the main part of
our knowledge of the history of the Tirkt during these
two centuries we are depcndent on the Chinese recotds,
but the Orkhon inscriptions (see Chapter V) include

funerary memorials of one £zdan of the dynasty, his brother -

and two, or perhaps three, of his high officials. ‘The
relevant Chinese texts have been translated in two major
works, Chavannes gp. ¢i#. and Liu 0p. ¢i#., and some of them,
in less satlsfactory versions, in B1chur1n op.cit. The h1story
of the Uygur who crushed the Tiirkii in A.D. 742 and for a
time assumed theit mantle as rulers of the steppes, and of
the later Uygur dynasties, has been admirably summanzed
in Hamilton, gp. cit.
- Itis nelther necessary for present purposes, nor Would
it be possible briefly, to summarize the history of the
Turkish peoples from the eighth centuty onwards, but it
‘may be useful to mention a few historical events which
have a bearing on the evolution of the Turkish languages.

In the steppes Uygur rule did not last very long and other

tribes like the Karluk and the Kirgiz assumed a major role.

The later Uygut were more important in the oases of
Sinkiang than in the steppes. West of the mountains other
tribes like the Tiirges, one of the components of the
Western Tirki, were prominent for longer or shorter
- periods, but in this period the mountains never constituted
a fixed political ot ethnic frontier, and some tribes controlled

territory on both sides of them. In the second quarter of

the tenth century a new power emerged in this area. Its
tribal basis is obscute; no doubt it included a number of
tribes, but the foundet of the dynasty was called Kara Xan
(* the black xan ”), and ‘the dynasty itself is known in
history as Karakhanid. At the height of its power this
dynasty controlled a considerable area and had capitals at
'Kaggar in Sinkiang and Balasafun somewhere in the valley

of the River Chu. Formally the Karakhanid dynasty ruled
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with vatrying fortunes from A.D. 932 to 1165, but it was of
very little significance during the latter part of this period.
Not long after the middle of the tenth century its rulers were
converted to Islam and from that time onwatrds more and
more Turkish peoples became Moslem, although many of
them retained their original paganism. Karakhanid conttol
never extended west of the Aral Sea into the steppes of
southern Russia where a succession of pagan Turkish
tribes, Pegeneg, Khazar, Kipgak and so on, were prominent
for longet or shorter periods. Not very long after the
Karakhanids had seized power, and very probably in order
to escape their control, groups of the Ofuz who had been
established to the south and east of the Aral Sea began to
move southwards. The name Tirkmen for these Ofuz
sections seems .to date from this period, and it has been
suggested, though this is perhaps quite wrong, that the
name means rather speaﬁca]ly Moslem Oguz. They first
became important when one of their tribal leaders com-
monly called Selcuk (the spelling dates back to the early
unscientific period of mediaeval historiography, the cotrect
form is Saluk) organized them into a great power.
Formally the Great Selcuks reigned from A.p. 1038 to 1157,
but long befote the latter date junior members of the family
had established dynasties of their own, and in fact there
was a period during the twelfth century when neatly the
whole of Moslem Asia was ruled directly or through
puppet mondtchs by Tutrks. For example large patts of
Asia Minor were ruled by the Selcuks of Ruim from A.p.
1077 tO 1300.

The Mongolian i invasion eatly in the thirteenth century
created an entirely new situation. Except for Anatolia,
Syria and the Arabian peninsula, the thinly populated
areas in the north, and parts of the south-east Mongolian
rule extended over the whole of Asia and substantial parts
of eastern Europe. On the death of Chinggis Xan these
vast dominions were parcelled out among his sons and their
descendants; but although the rulers and their principal
officials, partlcularly on thc military side, were Mongols
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~ these were so few in number that they never succeedcd in

imposing their language on their subjects. Enormous
damage was done to the economic and cultural life of the
conquered peoples, but the invasion had only a small
impact on the languages which they spoke, and it was not
very long before Turkish revived not. only as a medium

for the composition of Moslem religious works, but even

as the literary languagc at the Mongolian coutts. - Oneé

curious small concession was however made, a number of
these Tutkish texts were transcribed in the Mongohaﬁi
()fﬁcm] A]Phabet (sae Chapter IX) vrhs.ch the M,i._

CHAPTER II
m Evownoﬁ OF THE TURKISH LANGUAGES

“In Chaptex LI have skctchcd in broad putline the history
of the Turkish ttibes from the earliest times down to the
early middle ages.. The next task is to attempt, on the basis

of that history, to reoonsttuct the history of the Turkish
languages. Such a teconstmcuon can only be tentative; I
it is not. But there is, so far as I know, no nothmg inconsistent
between this reconstruction and the evidence in our
possession, and it will havc to do unul somethmg better
can be produced.

The history of every languagc, if it could be traced far
enough back, would probably be found to have followed
much the same course of development.” At the dawn of
prehistory, when man first becatne man in the accepted
sense of the term, the habitable parts of the world were
very thmly inhabited by small groups of human families,
associated in hunting and food-gathcnng bands. These
groups, or-as I called them in the last chapter clans, lived
in compléte, or almost complete, isolation from one another,
and each of them must have evolved some kind of system
of communication between its ts membets, presu mably by a
range of gesmtcs, grunts, screams and other sounds which
ted as meaningful by all the members of the
group.. In this initial stage human methods of communica-
tion were: pmesumbly much the same as those employed’
within groups of the hxghgx animals (apes efc.) to-day.—

At some point in time, not necessarily simultaneously
all over the habitable world, the meaningful sounds em-
ployed by such an isolated group evolved into 2 set of what
we should probably accept as.being words. These wotds
wete no doubt at first completely undifferentiated, each one
des1gnatmg a conctete object ot an abstract idea. As time
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went on these undifferentiated words came, at any rate in
most languages, to be used in rather different ways, and
crystallized out into various parts of speech, nouns, vetbs
and so on, though at first no doubt the dividing lines
between these classes were very vague and indefinite. At
this stage the total vocabulary of the group, that is the
words accepted by its members as having specific meanings,
was no doubt a rather restricted one, and there.must have
been a constant need to find words to connote newly

g discovered things and ideas.

So long as the group existed in 1solat10n these new
words could be evolved only in four ways:—

(1) e:ustmg words rmght be given new or addmonal
meanings;

(2) two or more ex1stmg words might be combined to
convey a meaning more precise than, or even quite
different from, the meaning of either word in isolation;

(3) additional sounds might be added to existing words to
produce new words, usually with meanings in some
way related to the words so elongated;

" (4) completely new combinations of sounds might be
invented which would be accepted by the whole group
as meaningful.’

- As soon as two groups which had evolved their own
languages in this way came into more or less intimate
contact with one anothet, they acquired a fifth source of
ne words; they could borrow one anothet’s. And in
practice experience shows that when one such group
acquired a new thing or idea from another, it habltually
botrowed the other group’s word for it.

At some point in time, sometimes before, but ptobably |

- neatly always after, contact had been established with some
other group, neatly all these groups got so large that they
began to split up into sub-groups, and, as contact between
- the sub-groups became less and less intimate, each began
to develop a dialect of its own, differing from the dialects-
~ of the other sub-groups by idiesyncrasies of pronunciation
ot grammar ot by the invention or acquisition of new words
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not used in the other dialects, or by both. For a time,
perhaps a long time, the speakers of any one of these
dialects would have had very little difficulty in making
themselves understood by the speakers of the other dialects,
but in the long run the contacts between the sub-groups
weakened to a point at which the dialects became separate
languages, the original language, as such, ceased to exist
and what came into existence was a- famﬂy of languages.
The circumstances in which a unitary language breaks up
into dialects, and these in due coutrse evolve into separate
languages, have often been studied, and some influences
which promote, and some which inhibit, this kind of fission
have been identified. When there is freedom of movement
and communication between the clans or tribes which
make up a nomadic community, differences are slow to
develop. ‘They develop rather quickly when clans or
tribes adopt a sedentary form of life, especially when forest-
dwelling tribes settle down in separate river valleys with -
very little cross communication, or when nomiadic tribes
deliberately part from one another and confine their move-
ments to specific parts of the ¢ open country, neither intruding
on their neighbouts nor permitting intrusion by them.

As soon as. an unitary language has evolved into a
number of separate languages, each of these becomes a
living organism slowly but constantly changing. All the
time it is acquiring new words by one of the methods
enumerated above. At the same time some existing words
are undergoing a subtle change of meaning, and others are
falling out of fashion, becoming obsolete and finally
disappearing. There ate similar slow secular changes in
grammar and pronunciation.

It was not much earlier than the mnctcenth century

“that some scholars became interested in the comparative

studies of Janguages. When they did so it soon came to be
realized that it could be proved by careful analysis and
examination .that certain languages were related to one
another and descended from a common ancestor, and that
what can be called “ family trees ” of such languages could
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‘be constructed. Thus it has been proved that certain
languages, and only those languages, form the Indo-
Eutopean family, certain others the Semitic family, certain
others the Uralian family, and so on.

It has been suggested that the Turkish, Mongohan and
Tungus languages form such a family, commonly called
the Altaic, and that they are all' descended from a lost
primaeval language called Altaic or Proto-Altaic. *For some .
years: now I have been coming more and mere to th«e
opinion that this is an error and that the fact that these
languages have a good: deal of vocabulary material in'
common is best explained, not by assuthing that ‘they have’
inherited it from 4 common ancestor, hut by assuming that -
a prolonged and complicated process of exchanges has
taken place between these languages. Whether of not the

Mongolian and Tungus languages are genetically related—

my own imprgssion, based on quite msuﬁicmt knowledge,
is that they are not—I am quite con that Turkish is

—not genetically related to either of them My Icasons aﬂ;
\)ted in Chapter XI. |

Thete is of course a Tuthsh famz!y of lmguages, ami :

the Turkish * family tree ™ can be reconstructed by direct
evidence for at least the last twelve hundred years and by

indirect evidence for a good deal longer. Indccd it stems

possible tentatively to carty the process back to a pomt af
which there was only one Turkish language, the only known
descendent of the primitive language of one of the pﬂmaevai
groups referred to above, and the common aacestor of all -
the Turkish Ianguagcs Iwmg and dead, whlch are known

to us.
The Turkish languages can be dlvxded into two main

groups- distinguished not by differences of vocabulary—

even to-day, when later accretions hive been stripped off,

all the Turkish languages ptove to have much the same .

basic vocabulary (numerals, pronouns and a number of
common nouns and vetbs)—but by differences of pro-
nunciation, the most obvious of which are that in one
group of languages, which we can call for the sake of
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convenience the * standard languages,” § and z are common

basic sounds, while in the other group, which we can call

the “1/r languages,” these sounds do not exist as basic
sounds but are represented by 1and £ rcspcctxvcly in words
which' contain ] and z in standard Turkish. It is clear that
the s tion into these two groups took place a very
long m /1t has been suggested by the proponents of
the Altaic theory that the Turkish 1/ ges are “‘ older »
than the standard, languages and that in the Proto-Altaic
language there were no such sounds as'g and z, but that
there were two 1 sounds (I* and ') and two r sounds (¢!
and 17), that in Mongolian and some Turkish languages both
It andl'becamelmdbothrlandx'becamet,whﬂemthc
remaining Turkish languages I! became L, 1 g, £ rand r* 2.

This rather preposterous theory seems to be based on

nothing more sofid than the facts that the carliest Turkish

loan words in Mongolian were bortowed from an e

language and that ¢ and z ate not basic sounds in Mongolias.
It is in fact not possible to adduce any conmcmg reason
why some “ Proto-Altaic ” words cont }and r should
have passed .down both to Turkish and Mongolian with
these sounds unchanged, while in other words these sounds
changed, 1 to ¢ and r to %, in some words passed down

to some Turkish languages, while they passed unchanged -

down to other Turklsh languages and Mongohan in these
words. ©

I d&scussed the l/r languages at some lmgth in The
Turkith elements in 14%h Ceniury Mongolian and Twrk, Mongol,
Tungus and shall return to that subject in Chapter X1I. The
first traces of such a language seem to be found in the
Chinese scriptions of native words in the original (Tavgac)

language of the rulers of the Northern (or Yiian) Wei

dynasty. These words can be dated to the fifth century.
The first layer of Turkish loan words in Mongolian was
borrowed froman 1/r language, I have suggested this same
Tavag language, at about the same date. There do not

seem tO be any other traces of an I/r language in eastern
Asia. Thete is, however, abundant evidence of the carly

OBt S
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arrival of a similar language in the southern Russian
steppes. There are several names of Turkish tribes in this
area in the Byzantine records of the fifth century, and some
‘of these names, for example Ongouroi for Oguz, are in the
forms which they would have assumed in an 1/t language.
Other examples are Omogoroi (On Oguz), Saragouroi (Sara
Ogur < Sang Oguz), Ontigouroi/Outonrgosrei (Otut Ogur <

Ottuz Ofuz) and Kowtrigouroi[Koutourgouroi (probably a

metathesis of Tokur Ofur < Tokkuz Ofuz). The few

remains of the Protobulgar language of the Danubian -

Bulgars are so obscure that it is difficult to draw any con-
clusion from them but there are indications that they were
in an 1/r language. It is generally agreed that the eatliest

Turkish loan words in Magyar were borrowed from some
- Turkish tribe speakmg an l/r language (see Chaptet V (3) ).
Similarly there is no doubt that the inscriptions on thirteenth
and fourteenth century tomb-stones of the Volga Bulgars
which contain wotds like hir (< kuz) daughter ” are in
an l/r language. The only modern I/ language is Chuvash
“spoken on the middle Volga, which is obviously a direct
descendant of the language spoken in that atea eithet by
the Bulgar or some related tribe like the Sswdr mentioned
in Chapter 1. In The earliest Turkish loan words in Mongolian
I suggested that the meme Chuvash is a corruption of
Tavgag and there is good authority in the Chuvash
language for all the sound changes involved. Initial ta-
in standard Turkish often becomes ¢u- in Chuvash, as in
taxg “stone” > t'ul > qul; medial -g- after another
consonant is usually elided, as in suvgar- “ to dnnk 7
gﬁvar- and ﬁnal -¢ sometimes becomes -g as 1n i¢ “in-
terior ’ > dg.* -

We have no means of ascertaining how an 1/t language
got so far west at this eatly date. We ate in fact almost
completely ignorant of what was happening in the first
few centuries of the Christian era in the country west of

* For these sound changcs see J. Benzing, Das Tschuwaschische in Philologiae
Turcicas Fundamenta, Wiesbaden, 1959. It will be noticed that in Chuvash standard

Turkish g has become 1 as in tasg >> qul, but that a secondary ¢ has evolved out of

standard Turkish ¢ and s,
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the mountains which enclose the western extremity of.the
Mongolian steppes and north of the frontiers of the
Roman/Byzantine and Sassanian Empires. We know that
Chih-chih crossed these mountains in the first century B,C.
but did not get very far. There is no reason to suppose
that the scattered groups of Huns and other non-Indo-
European peoples who crossed them-in the next two or
three centuries got much farther. It seems to be established,
by archaeological evidence rather than written history, that
there was a solid block of Iranian peoples, Scythians,
Sarmatians and the like, in the steppes of southern Russia
and far to the east duting this period. When the Huns
appeated there in the third quarter of the fourth century
they came out of the blue, and the only solid information
about them is that although they led a large and mis-
cellaneous hotde thete were not very many real Huns. Nor
has it been satisfactorily proved that the Huns who invaded
Europe were ethnically identical with the Huns  who,
according to the ancient Sogdian letters, were active in
China half 2 century earlier, though it seems reasonable to
suppose that they were. The most obvious hypothesis is
that some clans or tribes speaking an I/r Turkish formed
part of the Hunnish horde or followed closely behind, and
if there is anything in the equations Hsien-pei/Saviroi and
Tavgag/Chuvash they may have been descendants of the
Hsien-pei who ranged over the Mongolian steppes in the
third century A.p., but this is a mere speculation based on
no solid facts.

Apart from the languages just mentioned all thc
Turkish languages known to us belong to the  standar
group. Pending further elucidation of the early Chinese
scriptions of Turkish or supposedly Turkish names and
words it is a fact that the earliest indirect evidence regarding
the 1/r languages in the Chinese scriptions of Tavgag and
in the fifth century Byzantine authorities is older than any
evidence which we have regarding the standard”
languages, but this is purely fortuitous. An unitary Turkish
language of the standard ™ type must have existed for a
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very long time before it began to break up into dialects and
these fell apart into two groups. How this occurred can
only be a matter of conjecture, and it is pethaps hardly
profitable even to venture a conjecture until we know more
of the ethnic and linguistic status of the early tribes men-
tioned in Chapter 1. In Turk, Mongol, Tungus 1 suggested

that the original undivided Turkish language was the

language of the steppes in the first millennium .¢., spoken
alike by the Huns, the Tung Hu and the Turkish tribes to

“the north (*Tiglig/Tigrig, Kugtz er.), and that this

remained the standard language of the steppes, while the
l/r language took shape among the Hsien-pei when they
fled to the north-east corner of the steppes to escape the
Huns at the beginning of the third century B.c. This is,
by analogy, the kind of situation in which a language does
break up into dialects. In this simple form I can cleatly no
longer put forward this theory as valid; it has yet to be
proved that the Huns at this time spoke Turkish, and the
fact that my equation w# hwan/Oguz cannot be maintained
makes it impossible for me to use it as evidence that thete
was 2 tribe ‘which is known later to have spoken Turkish
alteady in the neighbourhood of the Chinese frontier in
the third century B.c. Nevertheless I think that I can still
put forward an alternative and perhaps even more plausible
hypothesis. ‘The peoples who spoke forms of * standard
Turkish, certainly in the eighth century and almost certainly
at least two centuries eatlier, all lived in the central or
westernl steppes and are said to have been * descendants ”

of tribes who lived in this area a great deal earlier. The
Tavgag, the eatliest tribe known to have spoken an It -

Turkish, were “descendants” of the Hsien-pei. It is
possible thetefore that the earliest 1/t language developed
its peculiatities, if not when the Hsien-pei cut themselves
off from the rest in the third century B.c., at an even eatlier

petiod when the Tung Hu were living somewhat isolated
from the rest.

~ Be that as it may, it is reasonably clear that by the fifth |

century A.D. and probably some centuries earlier there were
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two Turkish languages, an eatly * standard ” language,
for which it would be more prudent not to suggest a namie,
since there are so many possibilities, and an l/r language -
which for want of a better name we can call Hsien-pei or
Tavgag. ‘ - | |

By about the middle of the sixth century, when the
Tirki returned from their self-imposed exile in the Altai,
there had been some chanhges in the situation. The Tavgag
language seems to have died out in the Far East, chiefly
because of the determined efforts of the rulers of the Yian
Wei dynasty to cut themselves off from their “ barbarian >
past and pass themselves off as Chinese. They were so
successful in this that the Tirki had completely forgotten
that Tavga¢ had ever been the name of a Turkish tribe and
used it as the word for “ China > and * Chinese ” even
though the Yiian Wei dynasty had by that time disappeared.
In the Far West, however, the principal Turkish language
spoken at this time was an 1/t one. It is this language that
we call in its successive stages Proto-Bulgar, (Volga or
Mediaeval) Bulgar and Chuvash. There is no direct
evidence that standard Tutkish languages had reached this
atea at that date, but the -z- in their name suggests that at
any rate the Khazar, who are mentioned in Byzantine
authorities from the early seventh century onwards, did so.

Bulgar is one of the many oddities of Turkish tribal
nomenclature. It must originally have been the name of a
Turkish tribe living in the Asiatic steppes, but although it
appeats in the Byzantine records from the late sixth century
onwatds, no trace of it exists in the Chinese records, except
perhaps in a form so distorted that it has not yet been
recognized, or in Tutkish inscriptions or texts until the
eleventh century when some Turks had been converted
to Islam and so become part of the Moslem world. -

By this time too dialectic differences had begun to
appear in the standard languages. The ancestors of the
Tiirkit who took refuge in north China after the collapse of
the Hunnish Southern Kingdom at the end of the second
century and migrated to the Altai early in the fifth century



42 TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN $TUDIES

must during this period and during their stay in the Altai
have been to a large extent isolated from their kinsmen who
- stayed in the steppes under the control first of the Hsien-pei
and then of the Juan-juan. There is therefore nothing
surprising about the fact that when they reappeared in the

steppes in the middle of the sixth century they spoke a
language which was different from, and slightly more

archaic in some phoretic and grammatical tespects than,
the ‘language of their kinsmen who had’ stayed in the
steppes and organized themselves in the &a0 ché/Tieh-1&
confederation. It would in fact have been more surprising
if during this period of separation no differences had
developed. We have a few inscriptions of the Tiirki
dynasty which are precisely dated to the eighth century in a

language which can conveniently be called  Tiirkii ** and

a few manuscripts in the same language (see Chapter V

(1) (v) ). We have also one or two inscriptions and a great

mass of manuscripts, some as old as the eighth century,
and one or two perhaps copies of works composed ot
translated into Turkish as early as the seventh century,

which are in a slightly different language. It is the custom .
to call this language “ Uygur,” and this name was in fact

used in one or two colophons of texts in this language,
although the name “ Tiirk ” was more often used in such
colophons. The name “ Uygur ” is obviously anachron-
istic, since the language must have been well established in
the steppes long before the Uygur became prominent early

in the eighth century, but no useful purpose would be

served by suggesting an alternative.

In fact by the eighth century there were actually not

two but three slightly different * standard ” languages.
The phonetic differences between Tiitkii and the other two,
which ate discussed in Chapter V (1) (v) mainly affect one
consonantal sound and are easily observed. Buf there ate
also minor differences of vocalization within the group of
Uygur texts. There ate a few Manichaean texts in which
the vowels a and e are habitually used in positions in which

other- vowels ate used in Tirkii and in the remaining
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Uygur texts; in a few Buddhist texts similar phetiomena
occur, at any rate sporadically. The two languages can
therefore conveniently be called “ Uygur > and Uygur-A ”
respectively. It was pointed out in Chapter I that the T"ieh-
I¢ confederation, which must have spoken these languages,
included a number of tribes scattered over a wide area,
and the differences between Uygur and Uygur-A are
exactly the kind of differences which might emerge bctwgen
the languages of tribes living in not very close contact with
one another. It will be suggested in Chapter V (1) (v) that
one possible explanation is that the peculiarities of Uygur-A
wete evolved among the true Uygur while they were still
living in semi-isolation in the north before they emerged
to “destroy ” the Tirkii in the middle of the cighth
century. If so, it is Uygur-A that has the better claim to
the name “ Uygur,” but this is a mere conjecture and may
be quite wrong. Be that as it may, Uygur-A soon dis-
appeared, and Uygur became the dominant language of the
steppes and the Turkish populations of the oases in
Sinkiang. .

At about this date, or at any rate not much later, a
fourth, and phonetically speaking “ younger,” standard
dialect must have evolved in the Far East, the most salient
characteristic of which was that in it initial - became c-.
It was from such a language that the second layer of
Turkish loan words was borrowed by Mongolian (s¢e
Chapter XI) some time between the eighth and twelfth
centuries. It is difficult to find 2 name for this dialect, but
a study of the tribal geography of the eighth centuty as
shown in the Orkhon inscriptions and other slightly later
authorities suggests that it may have been the language of -
the Ottuz Tatar. That tribe was in the far north-east of the
steppes at that period, close to the Mongolian tribes who
were then beginning to emerge from the forests, and, as will
appeat shortly, the Tatar were the Turkish tribe best known
to- the Mongols when they rose to power in the twelfth
century. There are several modetn Tur}qsh languages
which shate this phonetic peculiarity, and in the eleventh
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century Kaggarl mentioned it as a distinguishing character-
istic of several languages in his day. Both the languages
mentioned by Kaggarl and the modern languages concerned
are rather widely distributed, and it is quite possible that"
this sound change, which is quite common in languages
unconnected with the Turkish group, may have occurred
independently in different areas, but the modetn languages
which have initial ¢, or a similar sound, instead of y-
include some languages in the North-Eastern (south
Siberian) group, which may have inherited it from the
eatly dialect mentioned above, and Kazan Tatar spoken on
the middle Volga. | |
Meanwhile behind theit mountain fastnesses to the
north the Kirfiz continued to speak a language, of which
we have some remains at any rate as old as the ninth
century, which seems to be very close to Tirki. =~
'Thus by abaut the eighth or ninth century four or five
languages had evolved from the original unitary Turkish
language, but there is no reason to suppose that the original
vocabulary had disintegrated to any great extent. No doubt

some words had been forgotten or changed their meanings

in one language or another, and in each language some new

- wotds had been invented or acquired, but broadly speaking

the old vocabulary had survived intact. \

By this period no language existed which had retain
in all respects the phonetic structure of the unitary language,
but each language accessible to us, either directly or through
loan wotds in other languages (in particular Mongolian
and Magyar) had retained some archaic traits which were
lost in the rest. By judicious eclecticism, therefote, we can
reconstruct the phonetic structure of a very eatly stage of
the language, perhaps even the old unitary language itself,
but to avoid begging any .questions it would be more
prudent to use some neutral term, and I shall call this
language simply “ pre-eighth century Turkish.”? -

- Out knowledge of 1/r Turkish is so fragmentary and
discontinuous that it is better not to attempt to trace its
- history in detail, remarking merely that the difference
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between 1/t Turkish and the standard languages was
primarily in the pronunciation of certain sounds and
probably only to a small extent in matters of word structure,
grammar and vocabulary; what is said below about the
general structure of standard Turkish is equally applicable
to }/r Turkish. - 3 | ! M
By the eighth century, the date of the eatliest continuous
Turkish texts which have survived, the language was fully
developed and capable of expressing anything that its
speakers wished to express. It had an elaborate grammar
with a well-developed accidence and syntax. It comprised
vetbs, nouns, pronouns, adjectives, m)xmerals, adverbs,
conjunctions and postpositions, but the nouns and adjectives
wete not fully differentiated from one another and there
wete still some residual traces of an earlier stage of the
language in which nouns/adjectives and verbs had not been
fully differentiated. So far as creating new words by
elongating existing words is concerned, Turkish, unlike
some other languages, operated entirely by adding suffixes
at the end of the word and had a very fully developed
system of suffixes. These included, in addition to conjuga-
tional, declensional and possessive suffixes, suffixes for
creating new vetbs from existing verbs and from nouns/
adjectives and for creating new nounsf/adjectives from
existing nounsfadjectives and from verbs, as well as some
more specialized suffixes. This morphological system had
been in existence for a long time, since in the earliest stage
of the language which is known to us we find some suffixed
words which carry suffixes which were no longer “ pro-
ductive,” that is had ceased to be used currently to form
new words, and some suffixed words which, when the
suffix had been detached, were no longer words in cutrent
use. y
The speakers of this language had been in contact,
cleatly for a long time, with communities speaking
languages belonging to completely different families, and
had bortowed wogds from them. Some of these loan words,
and the languages from which they were borrowed, have
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already been identified, and there are no doubt more to be .

found. Such eatly loan words are of great interest, since

they throw some light on the history of the Turkish-
speaking peoples ata date earlier than is otherwise accessible.
The further development of the Turkish languages can

be sketched quite briefly, since it lies outside the main
theme of this book. The position in the eleventh century
is described by Kisgarl in the Introduction to his Diwan,
and though the description is obviously incomplete, there

is good reason for supposing that it is accurate as far as it

goes. He was aware of the existence of a number of
Turkish languages or dialects, most of them unwritten.
In the north-east there was at least one language which

had made the sound change initial y- > c-, possibly as I

have suggested Ottuz Tatar. The other languages of the

steppes were presumably similar to, perhaps even identical .
with, the late Uygur of which texts have survived- in -

Smkm.ng By this time Tiirkti and Uygur-A seem to have

disappeared, at any rate as written languages. But Kaggarl -
distinguished between what he calls “ Uygur” and the
official language of the Karakhanid dominions which he -
calls Xikanl." This suggests that the founders of the

dynasty belonged to some tribe other than the Uygur. It
has - been suggested that they were Karluk, but this cannot

be taken as certain. By this time the Karakhanids were

Moslems and Xakanl was written in the Arabic script.
Kiggarl has given us a very complete account of this
language and we have one literary text of major importance
in it, the Kutaddu: Bilig, of which more later. Kaggar says
that there were important differences between this language

and the Old Oguz (in his terminology a4/-Gugz), the .

language’ of the Ofuz elements who had settled in the
neighbourhood of the Aral Sea, and some of whom had,
by the time he wrote, moved south and become the ruhng

classes under the Great Selcuk dynasty. Further west on

the middle Volga at least one 1/r language, Bulgar, to which

he makes only occasional references, was well established,

and in the steppes to the south Kipgak, which was closer
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to Old Ofuz than to any other language. Kisgarl gives
us some.information about the phonology, grammar and
vocabulary of ‘Old*> Ofuz' and Kipgak and also much
scantier information about some of the other languages, but
the only continuous texts surviving from this period are
the Uygur and Xakinl texts mentioned above.
he Mongolian invasion naturally caused an enormous
upheava.l and widespread movements of tribes and whole
peoples, the immediate effects of which it is impossible to
estimate. One consequence of this. upheaval was a con-
siderable change in tribal nomenclature. For example it
appears from the Cdmi‘s’l-Tawdrix* that the Turkish tribe
with which the Mongols wete most closely in contact at
this time was the Tatar. In consequence this name became
in the Mongolian period a generic term not only for Turks
but also, and perhaps even more particularly, for Mongols.
The name still survives on the middle Volga for the people
in that area (the “ Kazan Tatars ) who speak a language
quite different from Chuvash, the only surviving 1/t
language. This Tatar language is probably merely a later
form of Kipgak, but it and some, though not all, of the other
descendants of Kipgak have made the sound change
initial y- > c-. It is not impossible that the name and this
sound change commemorate the arrival in this area of a
section of the otiginal Tatars with the Mongolian armies,
but it would be rash to base so important a conclusion on
such slender gvidence.

So far as written texts which can be dated to the century
or two following the Mongolian invasion are concerned
the position is broadly as follows:—1In Sinkiang late Uygur
continued to be written in the old Uygur script and we
have legal and commercial documents at any rate as late as
the fourteenth eentury and Buddhist religious texts even
later (see Chapter V (1) (iv) ).

In the centre there was a slow evolution from the
Xikan] of the eleventh century to the so-called Cagatay of

* See Rashid-ad-din, Shornik Le:esmg 3 volumes, Moscow-Leningtad, 1952-6o,

Vol. I, pp. 101 foll. I am indebted to Dr. J. A. Boyle of Manchester Umvcrstty
for this reference.
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the fifteenth century, and several texts from between these

two dates have survived. These were all originally written
‘in Arabic script, but one or two transcriptions in the
‘Mongolian Official Alphabet (see Chapter IX) have
survived. These texts include the Verse and Prose Prefaces
of the Kutadju: Bilig, the Atabaty’l-Haga’lg*; the Nabhew'l-
Faridist, and the Qisap’l-Awliya of Rabguzl, of which a
-good many editions, none of them critical, have been
. published.

~ Thete was during this period a cultural and 11terary
-centre in Xwarazm to the south and south-east of the Aral
Sea, where an OZuz language usually called Tiirkmen was
wiritten in the Arabic script. The most important literary
specimens of this language are Qutb’s version of the
- Xusraw wa Sirin of Nizamit and Xwarazmi’s Mubabbat

Nama§, both written in about the middle of the fourteenth -

«century. It seems likely that the enigmatic Oguz Nams, of
which a transcnpuon in the Mongolian Official Alphabet
survives (see Chapter 1X), and from which a sentence is

.quoted in the Sanglax, is also in this language.

- Four Arabic vocabularies of the Turkish languages
spoken by the slaves (mamliks) imported into Egypt from

southern Russia have survived, ranging in date from

AD. 1245 to the ﬁftecnth century. Most of the entries are
in Klpgak but some Tiitkmen matetial is included. The

~only continuous Kipgak texts of the fourteenth centuty are

probably one ot two Christian hymns, sermons, efr. in the
Codex Cumanicus, a handbook of the Kipgak language called
Koman compiled by Chsistian missionaries in south Russia
- in the eatly foutteenth century. There are some rather later
Kipgak texts in Armenian script.

* Edited by R. R. Arat, Asbetd’Lhakank, Istanbul, 1951.

: A facsintile of the best man
pul Nebest’ feradis, Ankarn 195

§ Published by A. Zajaczkowski with facsimile and vocabulary, Wamw.L'

:958-61

§ Published by T. Gandjei with facsimile, translation and vocabulary, Annall
dellInstituto Universitario Orientale di Napoli, Vols. VI-VIII, 1958-59; by A. M.
Shcherbak, Moscow, 1959 (one MS. only with translation), and by E. N. Nadzhip,
Moscow, 1961 (text, translation, vocabuiary and facsimile).

é)t with a preface by J. Eckmann has been
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In the thirteenth century the Ofuz language spoken in
Anatolia began to be written in Arabic script. The very
early texts are not entircly homogeneous, and there were
probably one or two Ofuz dialects spoken in this area at
that time. The earliest specimens are a few Turkish verses
scattered thmugh the voluminous Persian works of the
great mystic poet Mawlind Calilu’}-Din al-Riml, who was
botn in Balkh in A.H. 604 (A.D. 1207-8) but fled to.Anatolia
as 2 young man to escape the Mongols and died in Konya
in 672 (1273-4). It-has been the custom, and is formally
correct, to call the age written by him and his son
Sultin Walad Bahi’u’l-din Ahmad “ Sclcuk » since at'that
time the Selcuks of Riim were still reigning at Konya.
Snmlarly it would be formally correct to call the language

in which ¢ Buthu’i—d!n of Sivas, who died in A.H. 800

(a.D. 139;~6), wrote his poems.** Tarkmen ”; but as thete
is a continuous literary tradition  in Anatqha from the
thirteenth century onwards, and as Osman (*Utmin) 1
became an independent monarch, though not the rulet of
more than 3 small part of Anatolia, in A.D. 12¢g; it is mote
convenicnt to cill all the earlier stages ‘of this language
“ Old Osmanti,” irrespective: of minor dialect vatiations.
This is not of course 2 complete list even of the htcraty_
texts, let alone the religious texts and administrative and
other documents, in Turkish languages from the period
between the twelfth and foutteenth centuries inclusive, but
it is a broad indication of the material which is available
for tracmg the hmto:ry of those. languages - dutmg this
period.
If it be a,ccepted that dn:cct links exist between Cagatay |
and modern Uzbek, between Kipgik and the various
languages written during the intermediate petiod in southern
Russia (Kazan Tatar, Krim Tatar and Karaim) and between
Tirkmen and Azeri, and that the Tirki of Sinkiang, which
was written in Arablc script at any rate as eatly as the
eighteenth century and no doubt earlier, is directly descended
from Xikinl, althpugh the intermediate links are missing,
then so far a8 I am aware no other Turkish Ianguage
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significantly different from those mentioned above became
a written language until the nineteenth century

It was only in the nineteenth or even twentieth century
that the remaining Turkish languages which exist to-day
and are markedly different from those mentioned above,
that is the north-eastern group of languages in southern
Siberia and Tuva, and Kazax and Kirfiz in the north
centre, became written languages. The exact line of descent
of these languages has still to be worked out; some

progress has been made but in the absence of any written
texts prior to the ni'ncteenth century the process is a

difficult one.
It is in the nature of things impossible by looking at a

language at any single stage of its development to judge
which native words in it have existed for a long time and

which wete invented only recently. This can be done only

by comparing different stages of the language and then

only tentatively. The texts which have survived from the
petiod anterior to the eleventh century are rather incon-

- siderable in bulk, and the longest of them, translations of

Buddhist scriptures, have a rather restricted vocabulary.
There ate, however, two eleventh century texts, Mahmad

- al-Kaggarl’s Diwdn lﬂgatz’l-Ttmé the earliest Turkish diction-
ary, and Yusuf Xass Hicib’s great didactic poem of over

6,000 couplets, the Kﬂtdaga ‘Bilig*- which between them
gives us a very extensive vocabulary of the most important

language of that century, for which Kiggarl’s name

« Xakanl ” has been generally accepted. A careful analysis’
of the vocabulary of the texts antetior to the eleventh

century shows that a few genuine Turkish words used in

them seem to have fallen out of use, or at any rate are not
recorded as still'in use in X3kinl. On the other hand it is

impossible to say with any confidence that any words which

are not rccorded eatliet ’than in Xakanl were invented in

* I sha!l make frequent references to these two works. The first will be cited

recise references like I, 28 being to B. Atalay’s translation Divan#
L@ﬂ il- Tw/c erciimesi, 3 volumes, Ankam 1940-41. The second will be cited 'as

“K.B.” followed by the number of the oouplet in R, R. Arat’s critical edition, -

Tstanbul, 1947,
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the eleventh century; they may well have existed before
that date but not been used in the texts which have come
down to us:

The texts in Runic script (see Chapter V (1) (1)) contain
very few loan wotds, not many mote than those mentioned
in Chapter I, but the other pre-eleventh century texts,
Buddhist, Christian, Manichaean, medical, legal, com-
mercial and miscellaneous, ate almost all, except the last
three categories, translations from other languages and
contain many loan words borrowed directly or indirectly
from Indian or Iranian languages. Very few of these loan
words sutvived in Xdkdnl or later languages; they were
nearly all religious technical terms, and almost all the
Turkish texts which have come down to us from the
cleventh century onwards to the recent past were written
by Moslems and used the international Moslem religious.
vocabulary.

Although, for the reasons glven above, it is impossible
to identify any newly invented native  words in Xakani,
there are a2 good many. Xakani words which seem to have
become obsolete soon after the eleventh century and
cannot be traced at any subsequent date. It is, of course,
possible that some of them survived for a time, or indeed
still survive, but happen not to have occurred in later
texts.

It is in Xikiini that we find the first tepresentatives of
the great mass of Arabic and Persian loan words which
entered all the Turkish languages except perhaps those in
the north east where Islam never penetrated. Most of them
are found in the K.B. and very few in Kaggat], but Kaggar,
whose dictionary contains . words from several other
dialects besides Xikinl, mentions and identifies some
cveryday Persian words which had found their way into
Old Oguz, for example dren. “ ruined, deserted,” which is
a corruption of Persian wayrdn. A few Petsian and Arabic
loan words and psgper names also occur in the late Uygur
legal and commergial documents.

In the thirteenth century a completely new class of loan
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words began to appear in various Turkish languages, more
- in some than in others. - The invasion of central and
western Asia by the Mongols was followed by the invasion

.of the Turkish languages by Mongolian loan words. The

carliest of these are found in the late Uygur legal and
commercial documents, in the Arabic vocabularies of
Kipgak and Tiitkmen, in the Codex Cumanicus and in the
so~called Oguy Name already referred to, but the main bulk
of them first appeats in Gagatay. I devoted 2 good deal of
attention to them in the Introduction to the Sanglax, and
included a list which is probably almost complete of the
Mongoha.n loan words found in that work. |

A comparison between the surviving Vocabulary of
Xikinl and the vocabulaties of the post-eleventh century”
texts mentioned above and of Cagatay shows not only that

some Xikinl words seem to have fallen out of use, but also, R

even after the. Arabic, Petsian and Mongolian loan words

have been segtegated, that there are a good many new

words which are obviously good Turkish but cannot be

traced at an earlier date. Some of them may well have

existed in Xakanl, but happen not to have been used in any
text which has survived from the eleventh century or earlier.

It occasionally occurs that such a word can be proved to

have existed at a much eatlier date because it occurs as an -
early loan word in Mongolian or Magyar or both. A case -
in point is kogek “ a camel colt ” which does not seem to
be traceable before it appears in Old Osmanli in the
fourteenth century. It appears however as golige/gdlige *

puppy ” in Mongolian and &slyik “ a kid, or young ammal
of another kind,” in Magyar, and as these forms show that -
the word must in both cases have been borrowed from an’
l/r language, kdgek meaning probably “ a young animal ”

must have been a Turkish word before the split between’
standard and 1/r Turkish. One or two of the words attested.
for, say, Cagatay but no eatlier may not be genuine words :
at all, but merely the result of scribal errors. But the rest -
of these untraceable words must have been invented after
- the eleventh century. In Chapter VI I shall mention some
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critetia which help to determine whether such wotds are
likely to be genuinely Turkish.

I can perhaps usefully conclude this chaptcr by suggest-
ing what the future course of Turkish lexicography should
be. The first stage, that on which I am at present engaged,
is to compile a list of all Turkish words known to have
existed in or before the eleventh century, noting the earliest -
occurrences and meaning of each word and in appropriate !
cases sketching its subsequent history, but excluding all
loan words except those very old ones which can throw
light on the external contacts of the Turkish peoplcs in the
prehistoric and earliest historic periods. This is an essential
spting-board for any future scientific work on the language.

The next stage will be to carry the collection of voca-
bulary material forward to, say, the fifteenth century, which
involves adding to the eleventh century material any
genuine Turkish words which appear for the first time in
the texts mentioned above or in Cagatay or Old Osmanli,
and in appropriate cases recording further developments
in the meanings of the older words thre this has not already
been done. - \

There is of coutse a great mass of matcna.l datmg from
the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries inclusive, but it is all
in languages the vocabularies of which will have been
compiled in the second stage of the work or in languages
closely related to them. It is.difficult to see the utility of
compiling a comprehensive dictionary of all the Turkish
languages as they existed at any later date than the fifteenth
century.

When Radloff compiled his great Opyt therc were in
cxistence only a few dictionaries of vatious Turkish
literary languages and practically none of the contemporary
unwritten languages. He had access, except when compiling
the first volume, to the Runic inscriptions, but none of the
manuscripts in Tirkd, Uygur or UyZur-A had been dis-
covered, and he did not have access eithet to Kasgariorto .
the Sanglax His courageous attempt to collect in a single
volume all the vocabulaty material that he could lay his
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hands on has been, and still is, of untold value to subsequent
generations of students. But the time for work of this
kind is now past. '

The modern Turkish languages all have characters of
theit own. There are phonetic differences and differences
of spelling between them which are often large, as well as
differences of accidence, syntax and vocabulary. Each of
them has its own repertoire of loan words deperndent on
the cultural and other contacts which its speakers have had
with peoples speaking other languages. If such a language
has a long literary tradition behind it, like Osmanli/Repub-
lican Turkish or Cagatay/Uzbek, a historical dictionary
showing the developments of meaning of the native words,
with references back to the basic vocabularies of the
fifteenth and eartlier centuries, and the dates and circum-

stances in which various loan words entered the language -
will be of great interest to the speakers and students of
that language. But it is hard to see the utility of including

all the material in all these historical dictionaries in one
vast corpus, which would be comparable to, say, a com-

bined historical dictionary of all the Indo-European

languages. |

~ On the other hand historical dictionaries of individual
Turkish languages ,might well provide material which -
would serve to amplify the basic dictionary of eleventh -

century Turkish. I have just pointed out that a comparison

between Old Osmanli and the early loan words in Mon-
golian and Magyar proves that kdgek must have been a -
Turkish wotrd nearly two thousand years ago. A com- -
patison of historical dictionaries between themselves and -
with lists of early Turkish loan words in other languages
might make it possible to add other wotds to the basic =
dictionary. AsI pointed out in the Introduction, in Turkish

mote perhaps even than in other languages words have a
habit of, so to speak, going underground and reappeating
centuries later in some modern spoken language, although
they have ceased to be used in literary texts.

—

CHAPTER III
THE TRANSCRIPTION OF TURKISH LANGUAGES

As T understand the matter, transliteration and trans-
cription are entirely different processes. Transliteration is
the substitution of the letters or signs of one alphabet for
those of another, in the case of- Turkish usually the sub-
stitution of letters of the Latin: or Cytillic alphabets, with
the addition of modified letters, for the letters and vowel -
signs of one of the alphabets enumerated in Chaptetr V.
The purpose of transliteration may be no more than to
make it possible to print the whole of an article in congruous
type founts and so avoid the expense of printing with mixed
founts, without depriving the reader of the possibility of
knowing exactly the form of the original text in the othet
alphabet. Alternatively it may be, so to speak, to reduce to-
a common denominator 2 set of extracts from texts written
in different alphabets. In almost every alphabet, certainly
in all the alphabets enumerated in Chapter V, some of the
letters used are really polyphonic, that is represent more
than one sound. And so even before he begins his wotk
the transliterator must formulate a whole series of stated
or unstated conventions, some of which are, phonetically
speaking, misleading. Thus he may, for example, decide
to use Latin b to represent the Arabic letter b7, which
would ptrobably be correct if he were transcribing an
Arabic text but would quite often represent the wrong
sound if he were transcribing Turkish or Persian. Thus
the transliterator must model himself on the legendary
Hong Kong tailor who, given a roll of cloth and an old
suit to copy, produced so faithful a copy that it reproduced
all the tears, stains and abrasions of the original.

Transcription, on the other hand, is an attempt to
reptesent in one alphabet the actual sounds which the
writer of a text intended to represent in another. The

35
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essential diffefence between it and transliteration is that the
latter proceeds on the principle of substituting one letter,
and always the same letter, of one alphabet for one letter
- of the other, while the former is an attempt to interpret
those signs and letters of the other alphabet which are
polyphonic and to substitute for each sign or letter of the
original the letter of the transctiption alphabet which is

most appropriate in each case, without being too much

wottied by the fact that in certain circumstances one letter
in the transcription alphabet may represent different letters
in the original alphabet, or even represent a sound, usually
a vowel sound, which is not represented at all in the
original text.

The human voice is capable of producing such a wide
range of sounds (and in tonic languages tones) that it is
almost impossible to devise an apparatus of printed letters
capable of tepresenting them faithfully on paper. And so
at best any transcription is more or less imperfect, even
when the language concerned is 2 modern one with which
the transcriber is perfectly familiar, and even when he
employs some kind of phonetic alphabet so complicated
that it is difficult and costly to set up and almost impossible
- to read intelligently. Transcription becomes a propottion-

ately less and less accurate medium for representing the .

- original sounds, both as the range of letters in the trans-

cription alphabet is narrowed, and as the transcriber is less
and less familiar with the actual sounds of the text which
he is transcribing, either because he is imperfectly acquainted
with the language or because the text is in a dead language
the phonetics of which cannot be confidently reconstructed.

At its worst a transcription may be so imperfect a repre- -

sentation of the original text as to leave the reader in great
doubt what sounds the transctiber really intended to
represent. | |

- Nevertheless even an indifferent transcription is more
useful than a perfect transliteration. Transliteration merely

- passes the buck to the reader and leaves him to grapple with

a whole range of problems, for which it is really the duty
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of the writer to propose solutions. Provided that a tran-
scriber presents his solutions to these problems with
becoming modesty and states his reasons for them, he
cannot mislead the reader and may even inspire him to
produce better ones. ‘And so I make no apology for pro-
posing a system of transctiption for the Turkish languages,
knowing from the start that it must be a very imperfect
one, and that for two reasons. The first is that our know-
ledge of the phonetics, particulatly of early Turkish, is so -
imperfect that it would be foolish to use anything more
scientific than a very simple transcription alphabet, suffi-
ciently refined to ensure that each letter represents a sound
or sounds distinct from those represented by any other
letter, but not so refined as to provide separate representa-
tion for sounds so close to one another that there is really
no means for determining which of them should be used in
any particular case. We can be reasonably sure that there
were in pre-eighth century Turkish more than nine vowel
sounds (quite apart from differences of length) and more
than twenty-three consonantal sounds, but that is about as
many as we can distinguish with any confidence. The
second is that, at any rate so far as carlier stages of the
language are concerned, the material which is at our
disposal is for the most part so ambiguous gs to permit a
wide margin of differences of interpretation.

When European scholars first began  to study the
Turkish languages, no such language was written by its
speakers in a Latin alphabet, and almost every student

devised an alphabet of his own based on that alphabet. The .

eatliest, and least scientific, of these alphabets was that used
by the Italian monks who wrote the main part of the Codex
Cumanicus eatly in the fourteenth century. The alphabet
with some additional special letters which was used by the
German monks who made additions to that manuscript
some years later was mote satisfactory, but far from perfect.
Since then several conventional alphabets of this kind have
established themselves and are cusrently in use, a good
deal of variety existing particulatly in the representation of
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both e- sounds, back 1, the velats, fricatives and affricates.
A new situation was created thirty years ago when the
Turkish Republic adopted an Official Alphabet based on
the Latin alphabet.. It seems reasonable to suggest in the
interests of uniformity which is so important in inter-
national studies, that all students of the Turkish languages,
other than those in the Soviet Union who will no doubt

find it more convenient to use an alphabet based on the

Cyrillic alphabet with some additional letters of the type
used in writing Turkish languages spoken in the Soviet

- Union, should abandon the various conventional alphabets.

now in use and agree to use the Turkish Official Alphabet
with such additional letters as may be required either to
represent sounds which do not exist in Republican Turkish,
or to differentiate between two sounds which are repre-
sented by the same letter in that alphabet.

The alphabet, which is set out below is constructed on

those principles. In this chapter I do not wish to do more

than to set out that alphabet and explain what sounds the
various letters are intended to represent. The question
whether any particular sound actually existed in 2 patticular
Turkish language at a given date will be discussed later.

- VOweLs Back, Shorta,1,0,u.
. Long a:, 1;, 0, we.
Front, Short e, é, i, 8, i
Long e, &, i, 0, ii.

These letters are a good deal mote conventional, and
possibly polyphonic, than the consonants listed below. In
the first place, while the existence of long vowels in early
Turkish and in some modern Turkish languages cannot be
disputed, the effect, if any, which length had on the quality
of the vowel is uncertain. In the second place, there is
great uncertainty even about the quality of the short vowels
in early Turkish, and thete may well have been dlﬁ'ercnt
qualities of some of them in different languages.

A was presumably a low back sound, somethmg like
the first vowel in English father, or German vater. It is not

- TURKISH AND MONGOLIAN STUDIES 59

possible to say whether a difference of length involved a
difference of quality.

I was presumably a back sound like the 1in Republican
Turkish, for which there is no real equivalent in any
Western European language It is not possible to say
whether a difference in length involved a difference in
quality.

Considerable doubt exists regarding the quality of the
o in early Turkish. In Republican Turkish o is an open
back sound like the vowel in English #0# or German Go##
and that may have been the sound in early Turkish. Alter-
natively it may have been a more closed sound like that in
English Ahope, that is the sound tepresented in Republican
Turkish by og in words like oglu. There is of course a
possibility that it was more open when short and mote
closed when long.

U was probably a closed back sound like the vowel in
English boot or German gu#, that is the sound of Republican
Turkish u. It is less likely to have been a mote open sound
like the vowel in English foo#, but it may have been more
open when shott than it was when long.

E was presumably, like Repubhcan Turkish e,
ordinary open ¢ like the vowel in English ges or the ﬁrst
vowel in German hitte, but it is difficult to guess whether
length made any difference to the quality of the sound.

E was presumably a closed ¢, like the vowel in English
gate o, better still, German geh#; here again it is difficuyt
to guess whether length made any d1ffcrcnce to the quality
of the sound.

The quality of i is most uncertain. It may, hke the
Republican Turkish i, have been an open sound like the
vowel in English 4i# or German bitte; alternatively it may
have been a more closed sound like the vowel in French
vite or Italian vita. Here again a difference of length may
have involved a difference of quality.

O and @ probably had the same sounds as those repre-
sented by the same letters in Republican Turkish and
German, which do not exist in standard English. Here
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again a difference of length may have involved a d1ffercnce
of quality.
CONSONANTS

-] Semi-
Plosive | Fricative |Nasal| Affricate Sibilant vowel

»
g
4
<
g
a4
=

V.

Labial
Dmml-palutal
Denti '
Palatal

| | | e

u
f
x

o | | |
aaa[tsa
| [ x|
| Jw | o]]s
IRCIRY

rr| | ~o

Velar

Liquids:—1, £. Aspirate h. ,
* v. means * voiced ’; u. means *“ unvoeiced (or voiceless).”

This table will, I hope, be self-explanatory. ‘There is =~

perhaps one defect in the system of transcription proposed.

'Following the precedent set by the Turkish Official Alphabet
I use k for both the post-palatal and the velar unvoiced
plosive; this cannot lead to any confusion since the quality

of the consonant is determined by the adjacent vowel. I

am not entirely sure that I have found the right solution .
for the corresponding voiced sounds, plosive and fricative.

The balance of evidence is that the voiced velar sound in

“early Turkish, as in Arabic, was a fricative which I represent
by g, but it is possible that this was sometimes a plosive.

For the equivalent post-palatal sound I have used g; this
seems normally to have been a plosive, but it may some-
times have been a fricative. The existence of an unvoiced
velar fricative, which I represent by x, in early Turkish is

uncertain, but there does not seem to be any evidence for

the existence of an unvoiced post-palatal fricative.

It is unlikely that there were in early Turkish half-voiced
plosives, as there are in Chuvash (see J. Benzing, Das

Techuvaschische in Philologiae Turcicae Fundamenta, Wiesbaden,

1959) -and I have made no provision for their representa-

tion.
Some additional letters are rcqmtcd to transcribe Arabic

loan words in Turkjsh These are the unvoiced dental
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fricative, t, the emphatlc » sounds, d, t, b, s and z, the
glottal stop °, and the ‘gyn . It is also necessary, in tran-
scribing Arablc to distinguish between the unvoiced velar
plosive, q, and the unvoiced post-palatal plosive k. In
transcribing Arabic and Persian, as opposed to Turkish,
I mark the long vowels by a superscribed line 3, & (which
is, stnctly speaking, incorrect as the Persian ¢ is a closed
€), 1, & and &, since this is the normal method of representing
these sounds. The use of a colon (3) to indicate length in
Turkish vowels is dictated by the inconvenience and
unsightliness of a long sign above &, 8 and 4.
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